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Your Key to a 


Getter Church 


active Church Audio-Visual 


Series 





$59.00 


9 enjoyable yet informative sound filmstrips to support every 
department of your church. Each filmstrip is designed by 
authorities in every field of church work. There are 8 black 
and white films on Christian Action and Community Service, 
Christian Education, Evangelism, Membership, Property, 
Stewardship and Finance, World Outreach, and Worship, 
while the ninth one, Mr. Smith and the Effective Church is 
in color, interpreting the effective operation of a functional 
church program. 


This series will reveal many new ideas in building an effec- 
tive functioning church, and it will give you the chance to 
re-aquaint yourself with the time-proven methods and pro- 
cedures. Your volunteer church-staff will enjoy the manner it 
offers instructions. Step up to a better church, your own 
church, with the Effective Church Audio-Visual Series. 
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THE CHURCH SPIRE 


(Inspired as I drove past Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, Warrensburg, Missouri, one morning at 
sunrise in August, 1958.) 


—WARREN D. THURSTON 

The light of the morning sun set fire 
To the cross atop the old church spire. 
And I lived in the light it cast all day, 
As I traveled along my weary way; 
Seeking each moment to give to a friend 


A bit of its glow, ere the day should 
end. 


And I found happiness on my way, 
Because I found, at the close of day, 
The light of the setting sun set fire, 


To the cross atop the old church spire. 
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Springs of Water 


by Mary Alice Holden 


A Fath 


Live by 


“Give me also springs of water.’—JosHuUA 15:19 


ALEB’S daughter asked her father for springs 

of water that her needs might be supplied. 
Our heavenly Father also has springs of water 
for us. Jesus said, “The water that I shall give 
him will become in him a spring of water welling 
up to eternal life.”” John 4:14 

A spring of water is a “joy forever” to all who 
come near it. To the wild rabbits and squirrels 
it is life-giving drink. To the flowers that grow 
along its bank and the watercress in the stream 
it is the sustainer of health and beauty. 

What is this water that Jesus has for us who 
are thirsty? It is life eternal—the life more 
abundant. How like the springs of water we find 
in some parts of the country. But we must go 
where the springs are if we wish to benefit from 
them. So we must go where the Lord would have 
us if we would be serving him and enjoy this life- 
giving thirst-quencher. 

Sometimes we are content with a shallow well 
that is inadequate for Christian work. Our Chris- 
tian experience is too shallow to bring in life- 
giving streams. We had a well like this once. We 
could only pump about two bucketsful of water. 
Then we had to wait till more ran in the well. On 
wash day this was a nuisance, even with an old- 
fashioned wash-board and tub. 

After we moved away the city drilled a well 
about a hundred feet from where ours had been 
and supplied the town. They didn’t stop when 
they found a small trickle, even if it would have 
kept people from dying of thirst. No, they dug 
until they had enough water to supply every need. 
We cannot help others if our supply of Christian 
experience hardly keeps us going. Drill deep and 
we will find more water. 

A well driller sometimes strikes solid rock. Day 
after day, day after day the bit will hammer 


against the solid substance. But finally the thick 


layer will yield to the insistence of the drill and 
water will fill the well. How much like our 
Christian lives! We too come against the unyield- 
ing things of the flesh that do not want to be laid 
on the altar. Perhaps some little thing has not 
been forgiven. Some habit we don’t want to give 
up may stand in our way. 

If we really want to be all for Christ these 
things must be broken, even as the rock in the 
well is broken in tiny bits. Underneath are the 
fountains of living water that Christ has for us. 
Why do we deprive ourselves of these riches? 
Our lives can be ruined if we persist in our own 
stubbornness. Let us look to Christ who makes 
the hard things possible and gives us streams in 
the desert. 


Lord, give us this water that we thirst not. 
We wait for a double portion of thy life-giving 
Spirit, that we may be streams in a weary land. 
In the name of Thy Son we ask it. AMEN. 
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WE BELIEVE IN 


The churches must either make the gospel 
relevant to this age or close up shop 


Reasonable Religion 


Therefore, my beloved, as you 
have always obeyed, so now, not 
only in my presence but much 
more in my absence, work out 
your own salvation with fear and 
trembling; for God is at work in 
you, both to will and to work 
for his own good pleasure. 


PHILIPPIANS 2: 12,13 


S DISCIPLES of Christ, we 
have historically believed in 
the reasonableness of religion. 
Perhaps more than anything else 
this emphasis has given distinc- 
tion to our movement. In an age 
when men insisted that no one 
could be a follower of Christ 
until he had been convicted of his 
sin by the Holy Spirit, Alexander 
Campbell boldly declared that 
obedience to Christ alone is the 
only prerequisite to salvation. 
The New Testament contains 
God’s plan of salvation and it is 
freely offered to all who will read 
and believe. This radical posi- 
tion quickly branded the Camp- 
bellites as a heritical and danger- 
ous sect. But it was no more 
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by John Norton Williams 


radical than the declaration of 
the Apostle Paul, “I am not 
ashamed of the good news of 
Jesus Christ for it is the power 
of God unto salvation.” 

Nor was it more radical than 
the declaration of Martin Luther, 
“Men are justified by faith.” 
Campbell was in the grand tradi- 
tion of the reformers when he 
reinstated belief in Christ at the 
very center of the Christian 
Faith. Today we are still dis- 
tinguished by our insistence that 
it is not creeds, rites, nor hier- 
archies, but the “good news” of 
Christ that leads men to salva- 
tion. 


The gospel is at the center of 
our religious life. Each man is 
confronted with the necessity of 
“working out his own salvation 
with fear and trembling” by 
bringing his own life into con- 
formity with the demands of the 
gospel. 

Jesus has told us what we must 
do if we would inherit eternal 
life. No one else can do these 
things for us. Religion, then, is 


Minister, First Christian Church 
Mount Sterling, Kentucky 


an individual matter. Each man 
must make his own peace with 
God. The function of the church 
is to extend the ministry of 
Christ Jesus to the world in our 
own day that he may continue to 
speak persuasively to the condi- 
tion of contemporary man. “Woe 
to us if we do not preach the 
gospel.” 

If the gospel is to have any 
real influence upon the lives of 
modern men, it must be pro- 
claimed with intelligence. 
Whether we like it or not we are 
living in an enlightened scientific 
age. Superstition is passe. Men 
no longer will give credence to 
much of the supernatural jargon 
which has been associated with 
religion in the past. Yet, at the 
same moment men of intelligence 
dismiss those claims which are 
unscientific, they cry out for 
faith in something that is reason- 
able and true. The churches 
must either make the gospel of 
Christ relevant to this enlight- 
ened age or close up shop. 


Happily our tradition of believ- 
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ing in the reasonableness of reli- 
gion places the Disciples of Christ 
in an advantageous position. 
While other denominations quib- 
ble about the hidden meaning in 
obscure passages of scripture, we 
have almost consistently refused 
to waste our time fighting for 
some irrelevant point of doctrine. 
Instead, we have tried to avoid 
controversies over matters of 
opinion and devote our attention 
to keeping the gospel of Christ 
relevant to our age. 

For Disciples must address 
themselves to the contemporary 
situation. We feel compelled to 
speak to the intellectual as well 
as the emotional side of men’s 
nature. 

This is not popular. The aver- 
age man has divorced religion 
from his intellect. The over- 
whelming majority of people 
have separated the claims of re- 
ligion from the rest of life. Thus, 
a son of this enlightened age, 
highly trained in the scientific 
method, can be an arch conserv- 
ative in the area of religion. 
When religious knowledge con- 
flicts with scientific knowledge, 
he consoles himself with the be- 
lief that religion is a mystery 
defying reason and must be ac- 
cepted upon blind faith. 

If this is true, how can the 
gospel speak persuasively to the 
whole of his life? For the Dis- 
ciples, religion cannot be sepa- 
rated from the rest of life. It 
must be “as_ intelligent as 
science.” It must be as reason- 
able as every other aspect of 
man’s intellectual pursuit. When 
a man enters the church, he 
ought not to leave his mind out- 
side. Our faith is that God’s 
“good news”’ is for the whole man 
and not just for one part of his 
life. 

We believe that the Christian 
gospel is the only intelligent ex- 
planation of what life is all about. 
For us, the reality of God does 
not need to be accepted -upon 
blind faith. On the contrary, the 
reality of God is the only reason- 
able evidence which can be found 
for purpose in the universe. We 
would hold that the reality of 
God is not only exhibited in sa- 
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cred scripture but also in the 
experience of men as they con- 
template the wonders of our 
world today. 

Was it not out of man’s experi- 
ence with God that our scriptures 
were written? Do they not tes- 
tify to an explanation of events 
which for men of the ancient 
world seemed reasonable? If the 
explanation no longer seems rea- 
sonable in the light of our scien- 
tifie age, then we ought not to 
just accept it blindly and dogw 
matically, but rather interpret 
the events by the knowledge that 
we have. 

The farther we probe into 
space, the deeper we penetrate 
into the atomic structure of mat- 
ter, the more complex our uni- 
verse becomes, the louder is 
raised the question as to why 
such things are. Some intelli- 
gence,~far greater than any 
known in this world, has ordered 
the universe and all therein. 

It is not unreasonable to be- 
lieve that there is some divine 
purpose for this creation, that our 
lives which are a part of this uni- 
verse have some real meaning in 
the eternal plan of things. It is 
for the discovery of this mean- 
ing that the gospel is our guide. 

Just as it is not unreasonable 
to believe that God is the Creator 
of the universe and all that it 
contains, neither is it unreason- 
able to believe that “God is at 
work in us, both to will and to 
work for his own good pleasure.” 
To attempt an understanding of 
life without taking God into ac- 
count leads to nothing. For Dis- 
ciples it is not unreasonable to 
believe that God is incarnate in 
human flesh. If God does, not 
dwell within our lives—if we do 
not partake of his spirit—then 
what indeed is the gospel all 
about? It is our conviction that 
as Jesus put on the Christ when 
he was born of God, so, too, every 
man must become aware that he 
is a child of God, that God dwells 
in him and must be set free to 
exercise His will over his life. 

Thus, we do not believe that 
God is far away from us and can 
only be reached through the in- 
tervention of the saints, but on 





the contrary, we believe that God 
is imminent, present right here 
where we live and can be com- 
municated with through prayer 
which is the self in conversation 
with the spirit which gives it 
life. 

The greatest need in our world 
today is for faith—reasonable 
faith—trust that life does have a 
purpose that can be known and 
being known makes our few brief 
years upon this earth significant. 

We believe in reasonable reli- 
gion. We are liberals concerned 
more with the here than with the 
hereafter and convinced that the 
gospel of Christ holds the key to 
the meaning and purpose of life. 

Each one of us must find that 
meaning for himself and so we 
must “work out our own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling”’ as 
the Apostle Paul suggests: “For 
God is at work in you, both to 
will and to work for his own good 
pleasure.” 
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Those Who Run Ahead 


OME weeks ago our pastor prayed that 

God might “humble those who run ahead 
of their contemporaries.” The phrase stayed 
with us and came back to conscious consid- 
eration several times during the day. 


America, in particular, was beset with an 
ambition for progress bordering on obsession, 
three decades ago. And progress takes lead- 
ers. And leaders are extroverts, in greater 
or lesser degree. A leader runs ahead. He 
is out in front where he can be seen. 


In the church, the membership is still in 
the progress era. Our programs are pretty 
well set in terms of doing more, working 
harder, showing outward signs of advance. 


To the theologians, progress is a horrible 
word. Some divisions of the church have 
gone on record as condemning the idea that 
progress by man in things spiritual is pos- 
sible or desirable. 

The need for humility on the part of those 
who would lead is very great. This is true 
for the go-getter, as well as for the one who 
goes “wherever God leads,” to use a current 
phrase, and takes people with him. 

If a church member has never assumed, or 
been given, leadership of a group, he has no 
idea the temptations to grandeur. Let people 
respond to a suggestion, and he may come 
back with three more. It is not uncommon for 
a leader to “think highly” of himself. 


The leader who achieves no following 
sometimes gets angry and quits. As a very 
young minister, we had to deal with a sit- 
uation created by a leader who said angrily, 
“I gave them a program and they don’t want 
it, so I’m quitting.’”’ He had real ability but 
no humility. 

What about the current theological em- 
phasis on man’s inability and God’s complete 
dominance in all things? Isn’t this the acme 
of humility? It could be. Sometimes it 
isn’t. 

The manner in which one sometimes looks 
with disdain, or pity, upon the activist and 
the ‘‘do-gooder” is not expressive of humility. 
There is occasionally an aloofness that may 
border on arrogance about the person who 
imagines himself theologically sound. Hu- 
mility and arrogance are opposites. 

Both emphases need to be made. Stress 
upon God’s ability to achieve his ultimate 
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plan does not preclude man’s ability to help. 
Many theologians, many active church work- 
ers have a healthy balance in their views. 
The leader, in thought or in active pro- 
gram, is running ahead of his contempo- 
raries. He must. Otherwise, he is not lead- 
ing. Humility is almost his greatest asset. 
“Lord, humble those who run ahead.” 


How Do You Evangelize? 


OME expect the sinner to come to the 

worship service and expose himself to 
the Good News. There was a time when 
many did this. One looks in vain for them 
today. 


Others expect the minister and staff par- 
ish callers to round up the unchurched. This 
can be done in many cases. It is an unhappy 
commentary on modern life that many 
church members are embarrassed to call on 
prospects and talk to them about Christ and 
the church. Ministers are supposed to be 
able to speak on any subject, including this 
one. So we leave it to them. 

We pay tribute to the untiring efforts of 
the ministers. Recently our news columns 
carried the account of the dedication of a 
beautiful new church building by First Chris- 
tian Church, Bloomington, Illinois. But other 
news overshadowed that. The minister did 
not turn into an amateur construction super- 
intendent for a year, neglecting all else. 


Quietly, but decisively, he carried on a one- 
man personal evangelism campaign. Thus 
it was that on dedication day, 57 people 
came forward. Many of these had been 
friendly to the church but had not com- 
mitted themselves to it. Sixteen were young 
people. 

Such persistent efforts by all Christians 
would make the current evangelism emphasis 
a fruitful one. We might even attract some 
who are now completely alien to the church. 


Recently, a young girl took her boy friend 
to church. Then he brought his boy friend. 
The second boy brought his girl friend. The 
girl was asked to sing in the choir. Then 
her parents got interested. A baby was 
born, and brought to the church’s dedication 
service. The baby was the key to the final 
decision. The whole family became a part 
of the church—and not by transfer. A new 
life has opened for all of them. 
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Marks of 
CHRISTIAN 
Fellowship 


“This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you.”—JOHN 15:12. 


T IS quite popular to talk about Christian Fel- 

lowship around the church. But in all of our 
talk we are often quite confused as to what dis- 
tinguishes the Christian Fellowship from other 
types of fellowship. 


In fact, we seldom distinguish between the kind 
of fellowship we find in a lodge, a club or a group 
of people gathered to play cards and drink’ coffee 
and the fellowship we find in a church. It is often 
one and the same. 


Perhaps it is because of this lack of distinction 
that we find in most congregations only 50 per 
cent or less of their membership in attendance on 
any given Sunday. For people can fulfill their 
needs for ordinary fellowship much more ade- 
quately somewhere else. If all people get in the 
church is more of what they get somewhere else 
it is no wonder they don’t put themselves out to 
attend. 

A church ought to offer something that people 
cannot receive somewhere else. One of the popu- 
lar hymns of the church says, “Blest be the tie 
that binds our hearts in Christian love, .. .””’ Won- 
derful words! But just what is it that binds our 
hearts and minds together in the Church? It is 
just one thing: our common love for Christ and 
our acceptance of his love for us. This is what 
distinguishes the Christian fellowship from other 
types of fellowship. If a church does not exhibit 
the marks of Christian love its fellowship is no 
different than the fellowship of any other group. 


The words Christian love have been used so 
freely that often they have lost any significant 
meaning for the Christian in his daily experience. 
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Concern 


Understanding 
Forgiveness 


by John Patterson 


Minister, First Christian Church, 
Bethany, Illinois 


We need to get some meat into the words, so that 
we can have some concrete basis for comparing 
Christian Fellowship with other kinds of fellow- 
ship. 

As we look at the life of Jesus, there seem to 
be three specific marks which give real meaning 
to the words Christian Love. These marks are 
concern, understanding and forgiveness. 


The first mark of Christian Fellowship and love 
is the mark of concern. 


Nothing can be done effectively unless there is 
a real desire to do so, and so it is in our relation- 
ship to others. Unless we have concern we are 
not going to love others. But Christian concern 
is different from ordinary concern. Ordinarily in 
return for our concern we expect appreciation, 
and many times we expect even more concrete 
expressions for our interest and help. But in 
Christian concern we care, whether we hope to get 
anything in return or not. Jesus said: “If you 
love those who love you, what credit is that to 
you? For even sinners love those who love them. 
But love your enemies and do good and lend ex- 
pecting nothing in return, and your reward will 
be great.” 

It is quite possible to be a respected member of 
a church without this kind of concern, but to be 
a real witness for Christ and to make something 
of the Christian fellowship that distinguishes it 
from ordinary fellowship we must go beyond what 
people expect of us to what Christ himself expects. 

How can we have a concern which expects noth- 
ing in return? It is not easy to do, but neither 
is it impossible. I would suggest that we use a 
little Christian imagination. There is nothing 
quite so real to us as our own feelings. So when 
we look upon the lives of others, let us try to 
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imagine ourselves in the same position. Then ask, 
“How would I expect to be treated?” Jesus sums 
up the whole idea of concern by saying “love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 

Concern is more than toleration of others. We 
must learn to care when others don’t. When we 
can do this we are on the road to Christian con- 
cern. 

The next element of Christian love and the sec- 
ond mark of the Christian Fellowship is under- 
standing. 


Most of us through no real fault of our own, are 
too bound up in our religious biases and prejudices 
to have any real understanding of a person and his 
problems. We have set up in our minds standards 
of conduct from which no one can deviate, with- 
out having our wrath as well as the discipline of 
God brought down upon them. 

Paul gives us a word of warning here. ‘“Breth- 
ren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you 
who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. Look to yourself, lest you too be 
tempted.” Jesus even puts it more bluntly. “Why 
do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, 
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye.” 

It seems as though the world has developed a 
basic attitude of suspicion. Nobody can really 
be trusted. If there is ever any doubt as to the 
motive for actions, the worst is taken for granted. 
This attitude puts the Christian under pressure 
and makes us more quick to condemn people who 
do not need our condemnation but our help. Often 
what we say to people by our attitudes and our 
words is not “I have not come to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance,’”’ but instead, “I have 
come to associate with the righteous and con- 
demn the sinner.” 

Understanding a person is not easy. For the 
ordinary person full understanding is almost im- 
possible. But it is absolutely essential before any 
final judgment can be pronounced by us upon any 
individual and his actions. Maybe this is why 
Jesus admonishes us, “Judge not lest you be 
judged.” He knew that we would make our judg- 
ments without really being able to understand and 
thus were not really capable of making judg- 
ments at all. Actually we are never required by 
God to judge, only to love. 

In considering a person’s life and actions we 
must learn never to jump to conclusions, but in- 
stead to be patient and concerned, for sometimes 
things which seem so plain for all to see are not 
quite what they appear to be. The secret of Chris- 
tian understanding is to constantly work for a 
closer relationship with the individual instead of 
condemning and judging him. Paul sums it up 
in his Colossian Letter. “Put on then as God’s 
chosen ones, holy and beloved compassion, kind- 
ness, lowliness, meekness and patience forbearing 
one another.” 
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QUIET MIRACLE 
by Berniece Ayers Hall 


You did not bring, as other friends 
Across the years that came, 

A bold, bright magic for my faith; 

You only fanned a flame. 

Never a keen-edged sword to fight 

My haunting fear and doubt, 

Nor powerful shield to guard the spark 
Ere winds should blow it out. 


No battle waged, no trumpet blast 

To herald victory 
Proclaim the quiet miracle 

Of faith you work in me. 

Strange that a spark should heed no force 
That others came to bear— 

But flame to life before a thing 

As tender as a prayer! 


The third element of Christian love which marks 
the Christian Fellowship is the mark of forgive- 
ness. 


This mark is the most important of all, for un- 
derstanding and concern are of no avail if past 
actions and attitudes are held over a person’s head. 
To forgive means simply to forget the past and 
accept them as equal to yourself. We want often 
to demand something of others to make them pay 
for their deeds but have the right to demand more 
than God himself. True repentance does not come 
easily; neither does full forgiveness. It took a 
cross for God to bring men to the realization of 
the need for repentance and his desire and willing- 
ness to forgive them. 

To be understood means little to a man if he 
is rejected. To be shown concern is of little value 
if the person is not accepted as a child of God 
and a Christian brother and friend. Therefore, 
if we want to bring a person to Christ and into the 
full fellowship of the Church we must make him 
feel as if he belonged there. For if he is not ac- 
cepted as he is and for what he is worth as a 
child of God, he will go somewhere else, where 
he does feel as if he belongs, and he may be lost 
to Christ forever. 


The distinguishing marks of the Christian fel- 
lowship are the marks of Christian love. That 
kind of love finds the going rough in a world 
which does not understand. But love is the power, 


and the only power, by which the Church can grow 
and conquer evil. 
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A Period of Preparation 


by Mrs. James D. Wyker 


N EARLY December I received a card from a 
national Lutheran leader. The printed mes- 
sage read: 


To some, Advent is merely a name; to others, 
it is a beautiful custom. To all Christians it 
should mean a period of preparation for the 
birthday of Jesus Christ. 

As we light the candles of Advent may we 
meditate on the most wonderful thing ever done 
for mankind. When God so loved the world 
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that He sent His only begotten Son into the 
world to save us, that was the greatest thing 
that could ever have happened. Let us prepare 
ourselves and our families by using special de- 
votions. Light the candles with the prayer that 
hearts may be ready to receive the King. 


I wondered how many of our church leaders pre- 
pared our people for the birthday remembrance 
of Jesus Christ, and how many would so lead us 
effectively into the period preceding Easter? 


The Sunday before I received the above mes- 
sage, I was privileged to hear an unusually good 
sermon. One needs to hear this minister to get 
the full benefit from his message. You cannot put 
on paper the shrug of a shoulder, the lifting of 
eyebrows. Right in the middle of his sermon, he 
said, ‘‘Now don’t go away! There is more I must 
tell you and I cannot say it fast enough.” 

His enthusiasm was contagious. He had an in- 
troduction, three points, and a conclusion. He 
quoted accurately from Barth and Tillich. But 
he had a message about which he was enthusi- 
astic, and was eager to share it with us. He did 
not talk down to us. He walked the road with 
us and we left the church service wanting to be 
better persons and to follow the teachings of 
Christ who was given to the world in a person— 
Jesus. 


The scripture lesson was 1 Corinthians 3:10-23 
and he underscored ‘‘So let no one boast of men. 
For all things are yours, whether Paul or Apollos 
or Cephas or the world or life or death or the 
present or the future, all are yours; and you are 
Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.” (RSV) 
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The minister explained that everything here is 
ours, the wealth of the Book, the good and the 
bad; Peter when he was sand before he became 
a rock; Paul killing the Christians before he gave 
himself away to Christ and then hastening to save 
for Christ, even the Gentiles! All is ours. Life 
from earthly birth to death and life everlasting. 
Death, not to be feared but welcomed—all is ours. 

But there is one thing only that is not ours and 
that is one’s self! “For you are Christ’s, and 
Christ is God’s.” And the only way to really 
possess this is to give it away! 

He used the familiar quotation that the best 
way to sell an idea is to wrap it up in a person. 
This is what God did when He made “The Great- 
est Give-Away in the World.” He wrapped up 
Christ in the person, Jesus, and gave him to the 
world. “Only if we do this with ourselves,” he 
said, ‘can we know true happiness.” 


* * * * * * * * 


Let us write new pages this year that will lead 
us to rededication, and renewal for our “Decade 
of Decision.’”’ Let us be new persons in Christ, 
eager to build his Kingdom here on earth. 


At Jaeob’s Well 
by Hugh W. Gormley, Sr. 


To lift a pillar in the place of vision, 
And call it “House of God.” 
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@ FBI Chief Outspoken; 
National Conference Feb. 25-26 


War on Obscenity 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—J. Edgar 
Hoover, director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, added his 
voice to the may which have been 
recently heard in the war on sala- 
cious literature which is being waged 
across the nation. 

The FBI chief called for stronger 
action against “filth purveyers” who 
corrupt American youth by offering 
obscenity in a variety of forms. 

“The time for half-hearted, ob- 
lique action against depravity is 
past,” he declared in the monthly 
FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin. 

Postmaster General Arthur E. 
Summerfield meanwhile continued 
his battle against the producers of 
obscene and pornographic literature 
by warning Protestant church 
leaders in Washington against any 
let-up in the campaign against ob- 
scenity. 

Mr. Summerfield told leaders of 
the Churchmen’s Commission for 
Decent Publications, an _ interde- 
nominational Protestant body, that 
progress is being made in the fight, 
but he warned that “many of the 
operators may lay low for awhile, 
and then re-appear as soon as they 
think the heat is off.” 

Summerfield appointed a_nine- 
member Citizens’ Advisory Commit- 
tee on Literature to help him reach 
decisions in matters relating to the 
mailability of materials wherein 
questions of obscenity arise. In ap- 
pointing that committee, he said: 
“Specific legislation requires the 
Post Office Department to deny ac- 
cess to the mails of obscene mate- 
rials that appeal to the prurient 
interest with detrimental conse- 
quences to the public good.” 

The Postmaster General reported 
that his department’s 19-month-old 
intensified crackdown on mail order 
obscenity (a business which he once 
reported amounted to a $500 million 
per year “flourishing racket”) has 
resulted in “positive progress.” 

This success, he said, is reflected 
in a record number of arrests, more 
complaints from parents whose 
children are receiving unordered 
obscene mailings, and stiffer jail 
sentences for violators of anti-ob- 
scenity statutes. 


The Postmaster General will be 
the principal speaker for the second 
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national conference on obscene and 
pornographic literature which will 
be held Feb. 25-26 under the auspices 
of the national steering committee 
of Citizens for Decent Literature. 


The CDL program is dedicated to 
orderly and legal prosecution of 
those who violate obscenity statutes. 
The purposes of the organization 
are: to create public awareness of 
the nature and scope of the prob- 
lem; to encourage the reading of 
decent literature; to expect the en- 
forcement of existing laws per- 
taining to salacious literature; and 
to serve as a medium for the dis- 
semination of information pertinent 
to the problem. 


Honoring Thomas 


NEw DELHI—President Rajendra 
Prasad of India told a large crowd, 
gathered here to commemorate the 
1,907th anniversary of the arrival 
in this country of Thomas, that the 
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intermingling of India’s many faiths 
and cultures is “our most valuable 
treasure.” 

It is believed that Thomas the 
Apostle arrived in India in 52 av. 
Since then, Dr. Prasad said, Chris- 
tianity has become an integral part 
of Indian culture. It is a matter 
of pride, he added, that St. Thomas 
was able to come to India to prop- 
agate his religion “unhindered and 
unrestricted.” 

The meeting, organized by both 
Roman Catholics and Protestants, 
began with the singing of hymns 
in Hindi by the choir of a Methodist 
church. 





@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Post Of- 
fice Department announced that it 
will issue a one and one-fourth cent 
postage stamp on June 17, in prep- 
aration for an increase in the bulk 
mailing rate for religious and other 
non-profit organizations effective 
July 1. 


DAHLBERG ON NCC GLOBAL MISSION 


a 
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HONOLULU, HAWAII—On a month-long global mission for the National 
Council of Churches, Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, president (second from left), 
pauses to honor American war dead, visiting this memorial of the battleship 
“Arizona,” sunk at Pearl Harbor in World War II. Left to right: Chaplain 
(Capt.) R. W. Faulk, U. S. Pacific Fleet Chaplain; Dr. Dahlberg; Dr. Fred S. 
Buschmeyer, NCC assistant general secretary in charge of the council’s 
Washington, D. C., office; and Chaplain J. W. Kelly (Southern Baptist), 14th 


Naval District Chaplain. 


The NCC pair took Christmas greetings to troops 


on Guam, Okinawa, at Manila and in other U. S. Pacific defense areas be- 
fore viewing refugee work in Asia and the Near East. 
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World Refugee Stamp 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The United 
States will issue a commemorative 
postage stamp April 7, 1960, to mark 
American participation in the World 
Refugee Year, it was announced by 
Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum- 
merfield. 

Requests for such a stamp have 
been made by many of the religious 
and charitable organizations partici- 
pating in the work of the World 
Refugee Year. 

“Issuance of this stamp,” Mr. 
Summerfield said, “will again con- 
firm this country’s long tradition of 
aid to the world’s homeless and 
destitute, and will serve to point 
up in a most graphic manner the 
importance which the United States, 
its President, and its people, attach 
to World Refugee Year. 

“We are happy, therefore, to join 
with other participating nations 
who are issuing special stamps and 
hope that this will contribute to 
eventual solution of the tragic prob- 
lem of the refugees,” Mr. Summer- 
field added. 

_The stamp, which will be of 4- 
cent denomination, will be issued 
in an initial printing of 120,000,000 
with its first day of sale at appro- 
priate ceremonies in Washington, 
D.C. 


New Xmas Oratorio 


New YorK—A new Christmas ora- 
torio by a young American composer 
was given its world premiere at 
Carnegie Hall here. Entitled “For 
the Time Being,” the work is a mu- 
sical setting by Marvin David Levy, 
27, of a narrative poem by Pulitzer 
Prize winner W. H. Auden. 

First published in 1944, Auden’s 
long poem, while recounting the 
events of the Christmas story in 
their traditional order, post-dates 
to modern times the speech, mo- 
tives, anxieties and ‘rationalizations 
of the characters. 


Episcopate Anniversary 


New YorK—Protestant Episcopal 
churches throughout the United 
States marked the 175th anniver- 
sary of the bestowal of the episco- 
pate on the Church in this country 
at special observances. 

Sermons, addresses and even 
prayers noted the zeal of the Ameri- 
can Church’s first bishop, Samuel 
Seabury of New London, Conn., who 
in 1784 crossed the Atlantic to re- 
ceive consecration, which he sought 
in England. 

However, because English law pro- 
hibited consecration of a man to 
serve in another country, he went 
to Scotland where the Anglican 
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Church was not bound by Parlia- 
ment. He was consecrated Nov. 14, 
1784, at Aberdeen. 

In 1787, after the English law was 
changed, Samuel Provoost of New 
York and William White of Pennsyl- 
vania were consecrated in England, 
thus assuring an American line of 
Episcopal bishops. 


Baptists on the Move 


GREEN LAKE, WIsS.—The General 
Council of the American Baptist 
Convention voted here to set in mo- 
tion machinery to accept as mem- 
bers Baptist churches in the south- 
ern U.S. who wish to affiliate with 
the denomination. 

Approved by the Council as the 
denominational agency to “provide 
for adequate investigation and pos- 
sible affiliation of such churches” 
was the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society. 

At the same meeting, the College 
Heights Baptist Church of Port 
Neches, Tex., was received by the 
Council into the American Conven- 
tion. 

Historically, the ABC has been 
represented mainly in the Northern 
and Western states. Growing out 
of national missionary organiza- 
tional developments that began in 
1814, the denomination was formed 
in 1907 and was known as _ the 
Northern Baptist Convention until 
1950 when it adopted the name 
American. 

Although the southern area of the 
U.S. has been predominantly the 
sphere in which the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention (organized in 1845) 
has operated, ABC officials point out 
that “an increasing number of 
churches” in the South and “a large 
number of American Baptists’ now 
living there fail to find fellowship 
within local Baptist groups and seek 
fellowship with ABC. 

Meanwhile, Southern Baptists have 
been crossing traditional boundaries 
and opening new work in the North- 
ern states, chiefly in metropolitan 
and industrial areas where large 
numbers of Southerners have mi- 
grated in recent years. 


Seven New Cardinals 


VATICAN CiTy—Seven of eight new 
cardinals, including two Americans, 
received the galero, or Red Hat— 
Symbol of their high rank—from 
Pope John XXIII at a public con- 
sistory in St. Peter’s Basilica. 

The Americans were Aloysius Car- 
dinal Muench, who has been serv- 
ing as Papal Nuncio to West Ger- 
many, and Albert Cardinal Meyer, 
Archbishop of Chicago. 

The Sacred College of Caridnals 
now numbers a record 79. 
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Halloween Proceeds 
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EDWIN L. SHELLING, Presbyterian 
minister of White Haven, Pa. (sec- 
ond from left), presents a check 
for $900,000 to Maurice Pate, ex- 
ecutive director of the United Na- 
tions International Children’s Emer- 
gency Fund. 

The check represented part of the 
money collected on Halloween by 
more than two million American 
children participating in UNICEF’s 
“Trick or Treat’ program. 

Attending the ceremony are Mrs. 
William A. Selts of Kew Gardens, N. Y., 
representative of the National Coun- 
cil of Catholic Women at the UN; 
and Moses Moskowitz, secretary 
general of the Consultative Council 
of Jewish Organizations. 


Xmas Is Ok'd 


PITTSBURGH, Pa.—Use of the ab- 
breviation “Xmas” for “Christmas” 
has been endorsed by the Pittsburgh 
Catholic, official diocesan publica- 
tion, which called it “one of the 
most significant and venerable Chris- 
tian badges.” 

Asserting that the “X” in “Xmas” 
stands for the word “Christ,” the 
Pittsburgh Catholic said that as such 
the abbreviation “long preceded 
newspapers, department stores, 
Santa Claus and any worry about 
the secularization of Christmas. 

“It is an abbreviation that goes 
back to the very time of Christ,” the 
paper added. “The adaptation is 
from the Greek, specifically from 
the Greek letter for our CH, which 
ine” 

The editorial recalled how in the 
days of early Christianity the ‘X” 
became a distinctive mark of the 
Christian. “There is therefore no 
reason for Catholics to fret or to 
object about the use of the ‘X’ for 
Christ and its application to words 
like ‘Xmas,’” the paper said. 
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Schedule in 1960 


Missions Conferences 


New YorK—More than 3,000 pas- 
tors, laymen, and laywomen are 
expected to register for nine mission 
conferences to be held from Mas- 
sachusetts to California during the 
summer of 1960. 

The sessions will afford delegates 
ways to gain a fresh look at the 
mission of the church both at home 
and abroad. They are then expected 
to return to their home churches to 
train fellow Christians in under- 
standing their mission task. 

In announcing the 1960 series, Dr. 
William C. Walzer, New York, head 
of the sponsoring committee, said 
the week-long meetings will offer 
an “opportunity for the people of 
our churches to share ideas with out- 
standing leaders in the field of 
missions.” 

In addition, Dr. Walzer said, “by 
living with missionaries recently re- 
turned from the field and with 
nationals from the countries under 
study, many of our laymen and 
clergy will get a pitcure, for the 
first time, of both the problems and 
possibilities in the mission work of 
the churches.” 

Dr. Walzer is associate general 
director of the National Council of 
Churches’ Commission on Mission- 
ary Education. 

The mission training conferences 
have a long history, the first being 
started 57 years ago at Silver Bay, 
New York. 

The dates and locations of the 
conferences are as follows: 


Rocky Mountain Conference 
School of Missions. June 12-18 at 
Association Camp, Estes Park, Colo. 
(Contact: Hazel Curtis, 1417 Mon- 
roe, Denver 6, Colo.) 

Southwest Conference on _ the 
Christian World Mission. June 18-24 
at Mt. Sequoyah Assembly, Fayette- 
ville, Arkansas. (Contact person: 
Mrs. R. C. Allmon, 204 E. Kansas 
St., Walters, Oklahoma.) 

Silver Bay Conference on Chris- 
tian World Mission. July 6-13 at 
Silver Bay, N. Y. (Contact: Dr. J. 
Allan Ranck, 475 Riverside Dr., New 
York 27, N. Y.) 

Northfield Conference on Chris- 
tian World Mission. July 17-23 at 
Northfield School, East Northfield, 
Mass. (Contact: Dr. Wm. C. Wal- 
zer, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 
at, :N.°¥.) 

Ecumenical Mission Conferences. 
July 29—August 3 and August 3-8. 
Two separate conferences will meet 
at Asilomar, Pacific Grove, Califor- 
nia on above dates. (Contact for 
both: Janet Verkuyl, 83 McAllister 
Street, San Francisco, California.) 


Midwest Conference on the Chris- 
tian World Mission. August 1-5 at 
Northwestern University, Evanston, 
Illinois, (Contact: Rev. John Bu- 
teyn, 1021 Homecrest Avenue, Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan.) 


Pacific Northwest International 
Mission Conference. August 5-10, at 
College of Puget Sound, Tacoma, 
Washington. (Contact: Rev. D. 
Warren Campbell, 15003 14th Ave., 
S. W., Seattle 66, Washington.) 


Chautauqua, Conference on the 
Christian World Mission. August 
21-26 at Chautauqua, N. Y. (Con- 
tact: Dr. Laurence Lange, 475 
Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y.) 


Warning Sounded 
By D. T. Niles 


Of Faith and Culture 


New YorRK—A warning against 
too close an identification between 
the Christian faith and Western 
culture was sounded by an Asian 
churchman at the annual meeting 
of the Friends of the World Coun- 


Youth Week Poster 
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cil of Churches in December. 

Speaking before 200 people at the 
Broadway Congregational Church, 
New York City, D. T. Niles of 
Ceylon, general secretary of the 
East Asia Christian Conference, said 
that the churches of Europe and the 
United States needed to “catch up” 
with the younger churches by re- 
ceiving as well as sending mission- 
aries. 

“The younger churches have the 
advantage over you of the older 
churches because we have always 
had missionaries in our midst, men 
of other lands and cultures, as wit- 
ness and symbol that the Christian 
faith is alien to any land. And so 
Christianity has been prevented 
from being too much at home in 
the culture,” he said. 


The speaker, who also is _ the 
evangelism secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, told the audi- 
ence that it was “time for you to 
catch up” and to have missionaries 
from other countries “not just one 
or two as symbols” but in such num- 
bers as to make a real difference. 





THIS IS THE POSTER for Youth Week, Jan. 31—Feb. 7, sponsored by the 
United Christian Youth Movement, an agency of the National Council of 


Churches. The theme this year is “Thy Kingdom on Earth.” 
sis is on “Christian Responsibility on a Changing Planet.” 
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by 
Betty Steele Everett 


OYCE WALKER frowned as 

she scrubbed the rust spots on 
the old-fashioned sink. “I’m sick 
of it, Roy!” she said suddenly. 
“I’m sick of cooking on that old 
stove and having just two rooms 
so that we have to sit on the bed 
when we have company. And 
I’m sick of buying budget meat 
and trying to make it taste like 
something besides shoe leather! 
I’m just tired of never having 
any money!” 

Roy came over to slip a long 
arm around his wife’s expanded 
waist. “I know, honey, but it’s 
the best we can do right now. 
It’s just that everything hap- 
pened at once: the baby coming 
so you had to quit your job just 
when your mother fell down the 
stairs and had to go to the hos- 
pital, and my dad needing new 
glasses right away.” 

It’s because of the baby that 
I’m so tired of living this way,” 
Joyce said. “I’m so glad we’re 
having our family while we’re 
young, and I’m glad the waiting 
is almost over, but I wish we had 
some money saved for him. This,” 
she flung her arm to include the 
tiny apartment, “was all right 
when it was just the two of us, 
but what about the baby?” 

“We'll make out.” 


“But I want to do more than 
just ‘make out’ for our baby, 
Roy. I want him to have all the 
advantages! Why, we don’t even 
have a crib for him! And I'd 
like him to live in a nice house in 
a good neighborhood and have 
nice clothes and things. It just 
isn’t fair to him not to give him 
things!” 

Roy sighed. “But you know 
we don’t have the money to buy a 
house now.” 

“T’ve been thinking about it, 
Roy. There’s one place in our 
budget that we could cut. Why 
do we have to give so much to 
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the church? If we gave just half 
as much we could start saving 
for our own home. And half as 
much would be a lot more than 
most people give, and the differ- 
ence couldn’t mean much to the 
church, but it would to us.” 


“But we’ve both been raised in 
homes where everyone tithed. It 
wouldn’t seem right to give any 
less. But I do see what you mean 
about advantages for our baby. 
I want him to have them, too. 
Maybe I could get some over- 
time at the plant, but I’d have to 
give up the Boy Scout troop at 
the church and maybe the choir. 
Or at least cut down on the 
visiting we do.” 

Joyce smiled eagerly? ‘“Over- 
time would be wonderful; we 
could put it all in the bank and 
give the baby lots of thing with 
it?” 

Roy put his arm around her 
again. “We could still make a 
couple of calls on Sunday after- 
noons, I guess, and some weeks 
we could make it to choir prac- 
tice. But I'd sort of hate to give 
up the troop—Tony Barnnet’s 
been coming regularly now and 
doing some fine work in wood 
working. The boys have him 
coming to Sunday school, too.” 

“He’s the boy who was in trou- 
ble with the police, isn’t he? 
Well, anyone can take over now 
that .you’ve gotten him inter- 
ested and coming every week.” 

Roy hesitated. “I guess so. 
You’re right, Joyce, we’ve got to 
stop thinking only about helping 
others and start to think about 
our own family, now that one’s 
on the way, and how to give them 
some of the advantages. There’s 
lots of other people in the church 
who could do what we’ve been 
doing, and no one would miss us. 
We'll give our notices this week 
and let some of the others take 
their turns working. And we 
might be able to cut down just 
2) ae 

He was interrupted by the 
sound of many feet, followed by 
a pounding on the door. 

“I don’t know who that is,” 
Joyce said, “but we’d better open 
it before they break it in!” 








Roy pulled open the door and 
men and women rushed in shout- 
ing, “SURPRISE!” “SURPRISE!” 

People filled the two small 
rooms and some overflowed into 
the small hallway as Mrs. Hutch- 
inson, the church choir director, 
explained laughingly. “We 
wanted to have a surprise shower 
for you. It started out to be just 
the choir, but word got around, 
and you can see the results!” 

“T’m sorry there isn’t more 
room,” Joyce began, her cheeks 
pink with excitement. 

Mrs. Hutchinson stopped her. 
“Don’t worry about space—we’ll 
find room enough. Now, we de- 
cided not to have each one bring 
a gift because there’s always so 
much overlapping, so we all 
chipped in and got you one thing. 
Oh, I forgot, my son told Tony 
Barnnet about this and Tony 
stopped at our house tonight with 
this envelope for you. Open it 
and then we'll bring in our gift.” 

Roy tore open the small white 
envelope while Joyce watched. 
Inside was a picture clipped from 
a magazine, showing a baby’s 
crib that could be made in a 
home workship. Folded inside 
was a scrawled note. “It isn’t 
finished yet, but I promise you it 
will be when you bring the baby 
home. Tony.” 

“How wonderful 
Joyce said. 

“He thinks the world of Roy,” 
Mrs. Hutchinson said. “Told my 
son no one ever cared what hap- 
pened to him before he met Roy, 
and he didn’t know how he’d get 
along without him to count on. 
This is his way of saying 
‘Thanks,’ I guess. Now, someone 
bring in the other gift!” 

The men by the door stood 
aside as one went into the hall 
and came back self-consciously 
pushing a baby carriage with a 
huge package inside. 

“It’s beautiful,’ Joyce said, try- 
ing to blink back the tears. 

“Open the package,’ someone 
called, and Roy cut the cord 
around it. 

“A complete layette,” Joyce 
(Continued on page 27.) 


of him!” 
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eS “Where the Scriptures Speak . . .” 
: by the Editor 


January 31, 1960 
Scripture: Acts 17:10-12, 22-23, 
29-34. 


LL the experiences of conver- 
A sion related in the Acts of 
the Apostles show two necessary 
conditions. The person has to 
have faith in the ability of God 
to save him through Jesus Christ. 
He also has to repent of his 
past sins. The call comes from 
without and the salvation is from 
Christ, not from any inherent 
goodness in man himself. But 
man must act. 

Today we are looking at two 
incidents in the missionary ex- 
perience of Paul as he sought to 
make these factors clear. They 
are not always expressed in so 
many words, but the implication 
is there. Neither does Paul at- 
tack different situations in ex- 
actly the same way. This is 
an important matter of technique 
which Christians ought to learn. 

When Silas went from Thessa- 
lonica to Beroea he went straight 
to the Jewish synagogue (Acts 
17:10). Once more we notice 
this so-called apostle to the gen- 
tiles made an effort to preach the 
gospel to his own people first. 

It is said that these Jews were 
“more noble” than those in Thes- 
salonica. We do not know ex- 
actly how to interpret this word 
but there are two explanatory 
phrases which follow. They re- 
ceived the word with “all eager- 
ness” and they also looked back 
into the Bible “to see if these 
things were so’’ (verse 11). 

There were plenty of Jews who 
were looking for the Messiah be- 
cause they found the promise of 
one in the scriptures, in what we 
call the Old Testament. It was 
perfectly ‘natural that when 
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they heard Paul making the claim 
that the Messiah had come they 
checked back in the scriptures to 
see if Jesus fulfilled the prom- 
ises. 

The results were good. Many 
of them believed. The gospel 
had a food chance with these 
people. They were expecting 
something and they knew that 
something would be required of 
them. 

There were also “not a few 
Greek women of high standing 
as well as men” who heard Paul 
and accepted what he preached. 
This phrase presents’ several 
questions to which we do not 
know the answer. We don’t know 
what “high standing” means. 
Perhaps it meant they were from 
the socially elite in the city. It 
might also mean that they knew 
a lot about religion. Or, that 
they were very good women. The 
King James translation has it 
“honorable women.” ; 

Whether these Greek men and 
women were proselytes to Juda- 
ism we do not know. It seems 
as if they were there at the syna- 
gogue and were hearing Paul at 
the same time as the others. 

At Athens, the situation was 
quite different. We find Paul, 
not in a synagogue where he had 
some common ground with his 
listeners, but “standing in the 
middle of the Aeropagus” (verse 
22). From that vantage point he 
could see the statues to the gods 
whom the Greeks worshiped. The 
one which really attracted his 
attention was one with the in- 
scription, “to an unkown god” 
(verse 23). 

From the Greek point of view 
this was a logical kind of statue 
to have. In case a god happened 
along sometime and did not see 


a statue to himself, he might be 
angry and express his feelings. 
With a statue like this, any such 
god could assume that it was 
erected to him. He could even 
think that he was so great and 
his mysteries so unfathomable 
that they had to call him “un- 
known.” 

It gave Paul the chance that he 
needed. If they didn’t know who 
God was, Paul did. And none of 
these gold, silver or stone images 
were gods. It was indeed true 
that God was “unkown”’ so far as 
they were concerned, said Paul. 

Paul called them “very reli- 
gious.” I suppose that was 
sarcasm. The King James trans- 
lated this word as “too super- 
stitious.” That is an interest- 
ing case of the translators in- 
terpreting the Greek word rather 
than translating. It says “very 
religious,” there’s no question 
about that. Likewise, I think it 
means that these people were 
superstitious, believing in gods. 

Now follows the definite in- 
formation that ‘all men every- 
where” must repent (verse 30). 
The proof of God’s plans, his 
judging of the world “in righte- 
ousness” has been assured by the 
resurrection of Christ. 

Paul lost some of his hearers 
at this point. These Greeks didn’t 
believe in the resurrection of the 
dead. So they said, “we will 
hear you again about this’ (verse 
32). 

Some commentators take this 
sentence as it stands, that they 
really meant it. However, it 
doesn’t seem to me to fit very 
well the expression just above, 
“some mocked,” if we interpret it 
that way. Without meaning to 
be irreligious, I think it means 
about what a person means today 
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when he says, 
around.” 


“Tll see you 
The speaker doesn’t 
care if he ever sees the person 
again. 

Even in Athens, some believed. 
And that city has been a strong- 
hold of Christianity up to this 
day. 


The Scripture 
Acts 17:10-12 
10 The brethren immediately sent 
Paul and Silas away by night to 
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HE response to Paul’s preach- 

ing in the ancient Roman 
world reflects some of the fa- 
miliar reactions to the gospel in 
our time. 

The contrast between his re- 
ception at Beroea and at Athens 
offers us a clear insight into how 
people in any age respond when 
the gospel confronts them with 
the necessity of making a deci- 
sion. Eventually, everyone is 
compelled to take some sort of 
stand on the gospel. 

According to a prominent theo- 
logian, ‘‘there are really only two 
ways to take a thing seriously. 
Either you renounce it or you 
risk everything for it. There is 
no third choice.” Both choices 
were evident at Beroea; appar- 
ently they took the gospel seri- 
ously. 

Many Christians today, like the 
Jews at Beroea, have “received 
the word with all eagerness.” Pos- 
sibly their response was a bit 
more zealous than ours, for they 
examined “the scriptures daily to 
see if these things were so.” When 
they had accepted the gospel as 
truth they were willing to risk 
everything for it. The ehurch 
today could use some of their 
zeal. 

We are also familiar with the 
rejection of the gospel as we 
understand it by persons who, 
like the Jews of Thessalonica, 
instigate dissention and often in- 
cite violence. For the gospel is 
still accused of ‘turning the 
world upside down” when its de- 
mands threaten our cherished 
prejudices, comfortable compla- 
ciency, or vested interests. Even 
those who reject the gospel take 
it seriously, for they fear that 
it may possibly succeed in turn- 
ing the world right-side up. 


for Today 


by Herschell H. Richmond 


What is more distressing, how- 
ever, is the widespread indiffer- 
ence toward the gospel in our 
time. Our age has much in com- 
mon with ancient Athens which 
simply refused to take the gospel 
seriously. Some scoffed at Paul. 
Others resorted to the old alibi: 
“We will hear you again about 
this.” Too often the church to- 
day, like Paul at Athens, pro- 
vokes no persecution; but neither 
does it win any impressive num- 
ber of enthusiastic converts. 

We usually describe the Athen- 
ians as philosophers who were 
interested only in idle speculation 
and curious about hearing some- 
thing new. Many of them no 
doubt, like some of us, felt that 
they already had the truth. But 
they enjoyed a verbal fencing 
duel for sheer entertainment or 
to sharpen their debating skill. 
Some of our religious discussions 
are on this order. 

To be sure, our age is charac- 
terized by both faith and skepti- 
cism. On the extreme edge of 
doubt stands the noted biologist, 
Sir Julian Huxley, who recently 
stated that man is simply a 
product of evolution who has 
himself created God in order that 
he might find shelter from his 
loneliness. Other intellectuals in 
our time confess that they would 
like to believe the gospel, but are 
unable to accept it as a satisfy- 
ing answer to man’s existential 
plight. 

Perhaps we should be most 
alarmed about the multitudes of 
ordinary people who feel that the 
gospel simply is not relevant to 
their daily lives. This is lament- 
able. For the gospel not only 
describes a way of life, but it 
also offers an explanation of life. 
Blessed are those who find both. 
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OUR SOCIAL CONCERNS 


The Anti-Americans 


by Robert A. Fangmeier 


HE anti-Americans are a differ- 

ent breed than the “un-Ameri- 
cans” of Congressional investigation 
fame. Few citizens fit into the lat- 
ter category but all of us are in 
some degree victims of the “anti” 
psychosis that pervades decision 
making in public life. 

We go to the polls to “throw the 
rascals out.” We whoop up an anti- 
labor crusade because of a Jimmy 
Hoffa just as we did against big 
business and the kings of industry 
and finance several decades ago dur- 
ing the less prosperous thirties. 

Any public official counts his 
“anti” mail in the thousands as 
compared with only an occasional 
“pro” letter commending some vote 
or existing policy. As a result public 
officials themselves and_ various 
cause and interest groups have be- 
come experts at dramatizing their 
point of view in “anti” terms. 

It is a handy thing to have a 
personal and recognizable “devil” 
around in order to put over an idea. 
Labor reform legislation would 
hardly have been passed by Congress 
if its proponents had emphasized 
that most labor leaders are honest 
and the majority of unions demo- 
cratically run. But when the cor- 
ruption and undemocratic tactics of 
a few are dramatized in the person 
of a Jimmy Hoffa, an understand- 
able and recognizable “anti” figure is 
created against which Americans can 
rally. 

It was the same in the 1930’s when 
big business was the target and men 
like Samuel Insul and J. P. Morgan 
served as the “anti” figures. 

The “anti” psychosis of Americans 
in dealing with public issues has its 
healthy as well as unhealthy aspects. 
Unlike the strict psychiatric defini- 
tion of the term psychosis, which 
implies a serious mental derange- 
ment, political psychosis serves a 
useful purpose when it leads to the 
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exposure of individual corruption or 
correction of maladies in the social 
order. It is this “anti” feeling which 
provides a contentious balance be- 
tween political parties, union and 
management, although unfortu- 
nately not without unjustified injury 
to the targets of the “anti” wrath. 

Unhealthy aspects of the political 
anti-psychosis appear when no per- 
sonal devil or recognizable anti- 
figure can be developed to support 
legitimate causes such as health and 
welfare legislation in Congress, State 
legislatures or city councils. Few 
legislative bodies are besieged by 
an irate public demanding more 
funds to support indigent citizens 
or elderly people. 

Juvenile delinquency is  univer- 
sally deplored but citizen anger 
rarely crystallizes in favor of massive 
additional tax support for programs 
and agencies to deal with this prob- 
lem. Where these and similar pro- 
grams make advances it is largely 
with the grudging assent of the 
public. Why? 

In general the “anti” figure in 
such situations is the “spender”’—the 
public official who recognizes the 
need to raise taxes to support pro- 
grams that are essential to the 
health and well-being of any com- 
munity. It is to the “spender” that 
the avalanche of mail goes pro- 
testing any raise in taxes while 
silent supporters of health and wel- 
fare programs, often a majority, 
remain indifferent and _ largely 
immobilized. 

In foreign affairs it has been pos- 
sible to take advantage of the politi- 
cal anti-psychosis but not without 
evil consequences. A huge military 
budget and foreign aid expenditures 
are sold to the public and Congress 
on the basis of anti-communism. 
The first session of the 86th Congress 
passed a $41 billion military ap- 
propriation bill after only one-and- 








one-half hours of debate but spent 
two-and-one-half days to debate a 
bill that would have provided a few 
hundred thousand dollars to estab- 
lish a CCC camp program to aid 
juvenile delinquents. 

The military appropriation bill, of 
course, was wrapped in all the pat- 
ent emotional labels of anti-commu- 
nism, and few Senators were willing 
to take up the hero role of tax 
saver. But when it came to the 
CCC-Juvenile delinquency measure, 
nearly half the Senate rose to the 
occasion. There are, it should be 
noted, many Senators and Repre- 
sentatives who desire to scrutinize 
military appropriations more care- 
fully. But again it is the “anti-com- 
munism” label on the military pack- 
age which makes it an easy sale. In 
this instance it is the “spenders” and 
not the “savers” who have taken 
advantage of America’s political 
anti-psychosis to sell their product. 

Is it wishful thinking or foolish 
competition with natural instincts 
to ask Christian citizens to eschew 
anti-Americanism and to develop 
the positive virtue of supporting 
good men and causes at the same 
time they fight personal corruption 
and evils in the social order? The 
answer would seem to be found 
when anti-war sentiment is trans- 
formed into pro-peace sentiment 
that results in strong rank-and-file 
citizen support of the United Na- 
tions. It is found when the silent 
majority is finally mobilized so as 
to reopen public schools at Little 
Rock. It is found when taxes are 
voted to clear slums and care for 
the elderly, the alcoholic, and the 
juvenile delinquent and _ indigent 
citizen. But without handy “anti” 
figures to dramatize their needs 
these causes require the support of 
“pro” Americans who will mobilize 
and speak in volumes of letters and 
votes to the issues of our time. 
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Christian Board Buys 


Land for Expansion 


St. Louts—The Christian Board 
of Publication, by formally complet- 
ing purchase of 78,569 square feet 
of land, became one of the first pri- 
vate developers to secure land in 
St. Louis’ Mill Creek Valley rede- 
velopment area. 

Purchase contracts have been ex- 
ecuted by the St. Louis Land Clear- 
ance Authority. Announcement was 
made by Dr. Wilbur H. Cramblet, 
president of the Christian Board. 

The Christian Board is purchasing 
the land to provide space for expan- 
sion of the Christian Churches’ pub- 
lishing house at Beaumont and Pine 
here. 

Among other things, plans call for 
construction of a two-story building 
to accommodate a new book store. 

The Christian Board purchased 
1.8 acres for $149,278. Among other 
developers were St. Louis Univer- 
sity, a Roman Catholic institution, 
which purchased a 21.3-acre tract 
for $535,742 to expand the univer- 
sity’s campus: the St. Louis Rede- 
velopment Corp., a 12.4-acre tract 
for $298,346 and University Heights 
Village, Inc., 63.7 acres for $1,246,984. 

Representatives from Christian 
Board who were present for the 
signing of contracts were: Presi- 
dent Cramblet, Chairman of the 
Board John McGinty, Executive 
Vice-President George E. Kiefer, 
Secretary Arnold C. Abrams, and 
Treasurer Caroline Schaefer. 

Several weeks ago the Christian 
Board of Publication filed an amicus 
curiae brief in connection with a 
Circuit Court suit between plaintiffs 
(three private citizens), backed by 
Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church 
and State, and the City of St. Louis 
and others. 

The CBP brief states that the 
allegations of the plaintiffs opposing 
grant of the sale of land to St. Louis 
University would apply “with full 
force and effect to the retention of 
presently owned land and the acqui- 
sition of new land in the Mill Creek 
Valley Project by your Petitioner 
{The Christian Board of Publica- 
tion] and other religious organiza- 
tions with property located therein.” 

The land purchased by Christian 
Board is expected to be cleared 
later this year, with construction 
expected to begin soon thereafter. 
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WEST POMPANO BEACH CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Margate, Fla., recently 
dedicated this first unit of its building program. The congregation first 


met on Feb. 1, 1959. 


Since then the church has been organized and a 


complete program of education, worship and fellowship is available for 


all ages. 


@ New Name and Officers 


Pension Fund Changes 


INDIANAPOLOIS—The Pension Fund 
of Disciples of Christ has changed 
its name and changed titles of of- 
ficers and executives. 

As of Jan. 1, the name of the 
organization became Pension Fund 
of Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ). 

President Hollis L. Turley an- 
nounced that titles now in use are 
intended to be more in keeping with 
the chief function the various offi- 
cers perform. 

A new staff member is Willard 
M. Wickizer, Jr., who has been 
named assistant actuary. 

The other officers are: Hollis L. 
Turley, president; D. Ervin Sheets, 
vice-president and secretary; Wil- 
liam Martin Smith, vice-president; 
G. F. Prewitt, treasurer; John 
Cromie, assistant treasurer; Harmon 
O. Pritchard, actuary; A. Fred Al- 
lan, controller; George A. Huggins, 
consulting actuary; Emmett Dickson, 
special representative; and Oliver 
McCully, Canadian representative. 

The board officers for the trustees 
are William H. Book, chairman, 
W. A. Shullenberger and Meril May, 
vice-chairmen. 


Clifford Jope Dies 


SAN FRANcisco—Clifford H. Jope, 
for 15 years minister of First Chris- 
tian Church here, died of a heart 
attack Dec. 29. 

He had been in the pulpit the 
previous Sunday. 

A memorial service in commemo- 
ration of Dr. Jope’s 15th anniver- 


J. Walter Fiscus is pastor of the church. 


sary of his coming to the church 
was held Jan. 14. A memorial fund 
was established in his name. 

Acting pastor of the church is 
Warren Wyrick, assistant to the 
minister. 

Dr. Jope was born in Boston. He 
studied for the ministry at Drake 
University, from which he received 
the B.D. degree before he began a 
six-year ministry with First Church, 
Richmond, Ind. Then he was for 
ten years pastor of Ninth Street 
Christian Church, Washington, D. C. 
For seven years Dr. Jope served as 
chairman of the committee of the 
Disciples of Christ for the endorse- 
ment of candidates for the military 
chaplaincy. 

From Washington Dr. Jope went 
to Indianapolis, where he was for 
four years a general representative 
of the Pension Fund before he ac- 
cepted the call to the San Francisco 
church. 

In June of last year Dr. Jope was 
awarded the honorary doctor of di- 
vinity degree from Chapman Col- 
lege, Orange, Calif. 


1960 Spiritual Life 


Conferences Announced 


INDIANAPOLIS—Four spiritual life 
conferences have been planned for 
this year by The United Missionary 
Society’s department of church de- 
velopment. 

Following are dates and places: 
June 7-10, Phillips University, Enid, 
Okla.; June 28—-July 1, Christmount, 
Black Mountain, N. C.; July 7-10, 
Crystal Lake, Mich.; and July 26-29, 
Boy Scout Training Center, Port- 
land, Ore. 
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College President Names 
Director of Development 


C-S Asst. President 
To Mo. State Staff 


CANTON, Mo.—O. Eugene Moore, 
assistant to the president at Culver- 
Stockton College here, has resigned 
to become associate general secre- 
tary for the Missouri Association of 
Christian Churches. 

Succeeding him will be William 
R. Wallace of Des Moines, Iowa, 
who has been named director of 
development for Culver-Stockton. 

Announcement was made by Pres- 
ident Fred Helsabeck, who called 
attention to Mr. Moore’s contribu- 
tion in providing a fuller inter- 
pretation of the college to the 
churches, alumni and friends. 

In his new post as assistant state 
secretary for the Christian Churches 
in Missouri, Moore will be associated 
with Dr. Lester Rickman, general 
secretary. 

Mr. Wallace is a 1954 graduate of 
Drake University who has been as- 
sistant to the director of public 
relations and development for Drake 
since 1957. He and his family will 
move to Canton about March 1. 

Meanwhile members of the C-S 
Development Council met Dec. 29 
to establish financial goals in its 
five million dollar program. It was 
announced that Bennett Cerf, pub- 
lisher and TV panel member, will 
be the speaker for the annual Good- 
will Dinner May 6. 


New “Year Book’ 


INDIANAPOLIS—The 1959 Year Book 
of Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ), published by the Interna- 
tional Convention of Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ), has 
just been published. 

Reports in the Year Book are, for 
the most part, based upon the fis- 


cal year, July 1, 1958-June 30, 1959. 


Beginning with this Year Book, 
estimates for church membership 
and church school enrollment for 
non-reporting churches (those that 
did not financially support at least 
one agency reporting to the Inter- 
national Convention) were not in- 
cluded. 

Statistics for Japan are now re- 
ported through the United Church 
of Christ in Japan, therefore do not 
appear in the Disciples of Christ 
Year Book. 

Disciples report a total of 8,140 
churches in the United States and 
Canada, and a total of 9,067 
churches in the world. Total mem- 
bership in the United States and 
Canada is 1,808,947, with a total 
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world membership of 2,005,003. 

Church School enrollment was re- 
ported at 1,193,676 in the United 
States and Canada, with a total for 
the world of 1,273,929. 

New members added to the Dis- 
ciples of Christ during the last fis- 
cal year totaled 129,277. 65,740 of 
these were by baptism and 63,537 by 
transfer. 

Disciples gave a total of $82,639,- 
137.92 for all causes during the 
1958-59 reporting period, an _ in- 
crease over the previous year of 
$4,303,343.64. Of the total amount 
$12,287,983.00 was given for mis- 
sionary and benevolent causes, an 
increase over the previous year of 
$1,068,780.00. 

In the amount given for others 
Disciples channeled  $7,263,554.39 
through Unified Promotion, the 
“community chest” of the commun- 
ion. 

A per capita of $59.55 was given 
by Disciples for their local church 
needs whereas they gave a per 
capita of $8.17 for causes beyond the 
local churches. 

It was announced that the Year 
Books are available from the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication, P. O. 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 
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Literature Commission 
Plans for the Decade 


St. Louis, Mo.—The Commission 
on Christian Literature made plans 
for a reading program consistent 
with the Decade of Decision. 

Following the annual meeting of 
the Commission Jan. 5 at the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication here, it 
was announced that the reading 
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program would be launched during 
Christian Literature Week, Oct. 30 
—Nov. 6, 1960. 

President of the Commission, Ben 
C. Bobbitt, minister of First Chris- 
tian Church in Tucson, Ariz., and 
executive secretary-elect for the 
Northern California Christian 
Churches, announced that a con- 
tinuous reading program will be pre- 
sented to the churches whereby 
they may recognize members who 
are consistent in their growth 
through Christian literature. 

The newly elected president of 
the Commission is Cecil E. Berry. 
LaVerne Kinzel, associate executive 
secretary for the Iowa Society of 
Christian Churches, was named 
vice-president. George E. Kiefer 
is secretary-treasurer. 

The executive committee will in- 
clude the officers and Lewis Mc- 
Adow, Emerson E. Brokaw and 
George Earle Owen. Mrs. David 
Kratz was elected a new member 
of the Commission. 

The executive secretary of the 
Commission is Raymond W. Bald- 
win who has his offices at the Chris- 
tian Board of Publication head- 
quarters. 

Following the December meeting 
of Christian Churches state secre- 
taries in St. Louis, Mr. Baldwin an- 
nounced that 1,415 churches re- 
ported Christian Literature Week 
observances in 1959 and 887 of 
them ordered exhibits valued at 
$121,000. An estimated 100 libra- 
ries were registered as a result of 


the exhibits, Mr. Baldwin an- 
nounced. There are now 1,140 
registered libraries among the 
churches. 
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RAYMOND BALDWIN, executive secretary for the Commission on Christian 


Literature, 


discusses Christian Literature Week in connection with the 


complimentary dinner meeting provided by the Christian Board of Publica- 
tion at the time of the annual meeting of the state secretaries association 


in St. 


Louis. 
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BLOOMINGTON, ILL.—Dedication of 
a new sanctuary for First Chris- 
tian Church here on Dec. 13, be- 
came a reaffirmation of faith by the 
congregation when 57 persons be- 
came members during the first serv- 
ice in the new edifice. 

This was not an evangelism cam- 
paign outpouring but rather the 
calling of people already allied with 
the congregation to make their pub- 
lic commitment, John D. Trefzger, 
minister, said. 

Sixteen young people who made 
their confessions of faith are at- 
tending the pastor’s membership 
class the first three months of the 
year and will be baptized Easter 
Sunday morning. 

The 57 commitments only high- 
lighted the co-operative efforts of 
all members in readying the older 
part of the premises for opening 
services—scrubbing, cleaning and 
repainting to remove the grime and 
dirt caused by construction. 

Planning for the Tudor Gothic 
structure started with a study by 
Charles Betts of the Board of 
Church Extension during the min- 
istry of George C. Stuart. Financial 
pledging for the building took place 
under the leadership of John T. 
Dickinson. Under the leadership of 
Mr. Trefzger, who became pastor 
in January, 1958, Gale E. Henderson 
of St. Louis was engaged as 
architect. 

The sanctuary has a seating capac- 
ity of 640. By using the narthex 
60 more can be accommodated. In 
additiom to the sanctuary proper, 
the new construction includes a 
great hall, kitchen, smaller meeting 
room, rest rooms and new heating 
facilities on the basement level; 
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57 Additions at Church Dedication 


FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH, Bloomington, Ill., dedicated 
this $370,000 sanctuary in December. 
dedication services for First Church were: John D. 


Officiating at 


and dressing rooms, workroom, 
offices and chapel on the first floor. 
Total cost of the new construction 
is $370,000. 

The Bloomington church was or- 
ganized through the efforts of Wil- 
liam T. Major in 1837, six years be- 
fore the official founding of the 
town. The church charter carried 
13 names. 


The present site was purchased 
for $1,500 in gold and an $8,000 
brick church was -dedicated Jan. 1, 
1857. This building was razed in 
1889 and the structure that pre- 
ceded the present sanctuary was 
erected. 


Living former ministers who took 
part in the dedication are Ernest 
E. Higdon, professor emeritus of 
Eureka College, Chester B. Grubb, 
who still serves interim pastorates, 
and Mr. Stuart, professor of homi- 
letics at Christian Theological Sem- 
inary. Mr. Stuart was dedicated 
speaker. 


The church links its rich past with 
the present symbolically through 
the silver wine pitcher and chalice 
used by members a century ago. 


An advertisement in the Daily 
Pantagraph, announcing dedication 
and sponsored by contractors and 
suppliers for the new sanctuary, 
stated the outlook and purpose of 
the church in this way: 


“This church seeks to preach 
and to practice a religion as de- 
voted to justice and peace as the 
prophets of Israel, as concerned 
for persons as Jesus, as responsive 
to truth as science, as beautiful as 
art, as intimate as home, and as 
indispensable as the air we 
breathe. Those who have no 
church home are invited to share 
in the attainment of this purpose.” 
—HAROLD ADAMS 


Brotherhood News 





Trefzger, minister; George C. Stuart, minister, 1951- 
1957; Chester B. Grubb, minister, 1924-1951; and Ernest 
E. Higdon, minister, 1920-1925. 


Paul Scherer Lecturer 
At Phillips University 


ENID, OKLA.—Dr. Paul E. Scherer, 
Brown professor of homiletics at the 
Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, N. Y., will be featured as the 
speaker on the second Caleb Davies 
lectureship which is to be held at 
Phillips University, Jan. 26-27, Dr. 
Stephen J. England, dean of the 
Graduate seminary, has announced. 

The initial lecture in this series 
which was established to honor the 
late Caleb Davies, Sr., long time an 
outstanding elder in a Cleveland, 
Ohio, Christian church, was pre- 
sented in May, 1958. 

The sponsoring trust fund is ad- 
ministered by his children, Caleb 
Davies, Jr., and Miss Florence 
Davies, both of Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Associate Chapel Dean 


CuiIcaco—W. B. Blakemore, dean 
of Disciples Divinity House, Univer- 
sity of Chicago, is now serving as 
associate dean of Rockefeller Memo- 
rial Chapel of the University. 

Dean Blakemore conducts the 
services each Sunday and serves as 
chaplain at University convocations 
during the present academic year. 








Eighth Annual Summer Tour 


W. EUROPE, SCANDINAVIA & RUSSIA 
60 days, All expenses N. Y. to N. Y.— $1295. 
Or 30 days, $845, 49 days, $1085. 

THE CHAPMAN TOUR, sponsored by Chapman 
College, a Christian Church sponsored school. Detour 
to Edinburgh, Aug. 2-7 can be arranged. Write to 








Mrs. Wm. Whinrey, 4345 Colfax, N. Hollywood, Calif. 
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Richardson, Texas, Church Part of Boom 


RICHARDSON, TEX.—First Chris- 
tian Church here in a suburb of 
Dallas, suddenly became part of 
a mushrooming housing area— 
and now the congregation is meet- 
ing the challenge. 


Until five years ago, Richardson 
was just a small town of about 
1,000 people, but today the popula- 
tion is about 15,000 and it is still 
growing. 

Strategically located on a new 
expressway leading into downtown 
Dallas, the little community has 
undergone spectacular growth and 
the little church has faced major 
problems. The 50-year-old frame 
building could no longer serve the 
expanding congregation and a build- 
ing program was launched. 

A new site was selected after a 
charter member of the congrega- 
tion, Mrs. Mary Bowser Thompson, 
offered a tract of land which was 
accepted and expanded to four acres 
in the spring of 1958. 

A building council was formed 
and an architect, William E. Benson, 
was commissioned to develop the 
master plan. He was then asked 
to complete the working plans for 
the adult building, the children’s 
building and the fellowship hall. 

By the time these were completed 
the congregation had sold its old 
property, moved its education build- 
ings to the new site for week-day 
use and was meeting for Sunday 
services in an elementary school 
nearby. 

Ground was broken this summer 
and the church is now well under 
way, with construction expected to 
be completed by spring. 

An outstanding feature of the fel- 
lowship hall will be the five mosaic 
murals which are to be placed as 
a frieze around the top of the ex- 
terior walls. The murals, designed 
by Mrs. Leslie H. Hames, wife of 
the pastor, are being executed by 
artisans in Monterrey, Mexico. 

Portraying the spiritual heritage 


nd 





THE FIRST SPADEFUL of dirt to 
begin construction of the new First 
Christian Church of Richardson, 
Texas, is turned by (left to right): 
B. W. Mann, chairman of the general 
Board, Leslie H. Hames, minister, 
Ben B. Judd, chairman of the Plans 
and Construction Committee. 


of the congregation, the panels will 
give emphasis to the Old Testament, 
the New Testament, the Church 
through the ages, and the history 
of the Christian Churches (Disciples 
of Christ). 

With all the building plans which 
have been formulated, the church 
is looking forward with a great 
deal of anticipation to a “decade 
of decision.” 


Ohio Church Revival 


CHURCHHILL, OHIO—Harold W. 
Deitch, pastor of First Christian 
Church, Salem, Ohio, recently con- 
ducted a revival meeting for the 
Christian Church here. He was 
assisted by William Spangler, pastor 
of Lisbon (Ohio) Christian Church. 


Twenty-seven were added to the 
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THIS Is THE “MASTER PLAN 4 the First Christian ‘Church of Rcasdee, 
Texas. All of the units except for the sanctuary are under construction 
and will be completed in the spring. 
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membership of the church and the 
board voted unanimously to become 
“Christians only.” 

Organized in 1826 by Elder Robert 
Hawkins with the Bible as rule of 
faith and practice, Christian char- 
acter as test of fellowship and 
Christian as the name of the organ- 
ization, the church had been affili- 
ated with the Congregational Chris- 
tian Churches. 

For 21 years the church had been 
closed and through the efforts of 
Cyril Huston, former pastor of the 
Lisbon church, a church school was 
organized and Louis Kletzly, retired 
Mennonite minister, served as pas- 
tor. 

“Elders from the Lisbon and Salem 

Christian Churches have on several 
occasions filled the pulpit for the 
Christian Church here. 


Indiana Ordination 


GREENSBURG, IND.—First Christian 
Church here ordained’ Richard 
Moore to the Christian ministry. 

Elders from First Church, Sum- 
mitville, Ind., and Broad Ripple 
Church, Indianapolis, Ind, partici- 
pated in the ordination. 

Roy A. Gray, pastor of First 
Church here, gave the ordination 
sermon and Ephraim D. Lowe, rep- 
resenting the Indiana Association 
of Christian Churches, made the 
presentation of the _ ordination 
certificate. 

On Nov. 22, First Church also 
dedicated new chimes, the gift of 
Mrs. Avolyn Burney Brown as a 
memorial to her brother, Herschell 
Burney. 


CWF "Style Show” for 
75th Anniversary 


FRESNO, CALIF.—As part of the 
75th Anniversary celebration of First 
Christian Church here the Christian 
Women’s Fellowship observed the 
occasion with a breakfast and Book 
Style Show program. 

As the commentator read capsule 
reviews of current religious favor- 
ites, the young matrons of the 
church modeled sack dresses on 
which were reproduced the jackets 
of the books. Twelve interesting 
and inspiring books of various types 
were included in the show which 
was climaxed with the presentation 
of the Bible. 

Richard E. Brown closed the ses- 
sion with singing, “How Great Thou 
Art.” The script and sack dresses 
were written and painted by the 
minister’s wife, Mrs. Barbara 
Brown, who also completed each cos- 
tume with a smart hand-made hat. 
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Ecumenical Evangelist 


DALLAS, TEXAS—L. O. Leet, stew- 
ardship-evangelist, spent most of 
this year conducting crusades in 
Methodist churches of North Caro- 
lina, he reports. 

Mr. Leet directed a_ city-wide 
crusade in Arlington, Wash., during 
November and his final meeting for 
the year was with First Christian 
Church, Medford, Ore. 

Mr. Leet and his associate, Idalee 
D. McCullar, will continue the 
crusades for the Methodist churches 
of North Carolina in 1960. The 
crusades in North Carolina have 
been conducted at the invitation of 
Bishop Paul N. Garber of the Meth- 
odist Church. 


Austin Dedication 


AUSTIN, TexaS—G. N. Goldston, 
director of men’s work for the 
Texas Board of Christian Churches, 
was the speaker at the service of 
dedication for the new plant re- 
cently erected here by South Austin 
Christian Church. 

Sidney Hawkins, minister, presided 
at the service. He was assisted by 
Judge John E. Allen, board chair- 
man; Fred Beeman, chairman of the 
elders; Charles E. Clinger, super- 
intendent of church school; and 
John T. Squir, chairman of the 
building commitee. The dedication 
involved three buildings. 


Kresge Aids TCU 


FortT WortH—The Stanley S. 
Kresge Foundation of Detroit, Mich., 
has made a contribution of $25,000 
to the project of renovating the old 
administration building of Texas 
Christian University. 

Work of completely remodeling 
the old building, constructed in 1910, 
is due to begin in 1960. At a cost 
cf some $800,000, it will be redone 
and air-conditioned as a classroom, 
laboratory and faculty office build- 
ing. 


Retreat Speaker 


HELENA, Mont.—Professor John 
Bossinger of Northwest Christian 
College, Eugene, Ore., was the fea- 
tured speaker at the retreat for the 
Montana Christian Church Ministers’ 
Association held here the first week 
in December. 


Allen Stanger Honored 


Allen B. Stanger, director of stu- 
dent activities at Lynchburg College, 
was honored by Disciple friends in 
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First Unit of Highlands Church, Dallas 





Dedication services for this first unit of the new Highlands Chris- 


tian Church, Dallas, Tex., were held Nov. 22. 


Highlands, Dallas 


County’s newest Christian Church, was formed and its building con- 
structed under the direction of the Joint Board of Christian Churches 


of Dallas County. 


The congregation was organized 
April 26, 1959, and now has 107 
members. 


Speaker for the special dedication 
service was Kenneth Hay of the 
Lakeview Christian Church of Dallas. 
Following the dedication service, a 
week of services was held. 


Various Dallas County ministers 
brought messages each night. The 
speakers were Lenton Poss of Casa 
View Christian Church, James Bu- 
laney of Duncanville Christian 
Church, Dr. Pat Henry, Jr., of North- 
way Christian Church, Robert 
Chambless of Trinity Christian 
Church, Dr. W. A. Welsh of East 
Dallas Christian Church, and Leslie 
Hames of the Richardson First 
Christian Church. 

Pastor of the new church is Tom 
Peake, Jr. 

The new building, which is the 
first unit of a long-range building 
plan, includes a_ sanctuary-fellow- 
ship hall which seats about 200, a 
kitchen, offices, and seven class- 
rooms. 





Hartford, Conn., on the recent oc- 
easion of his thirtieth anniversary 
in the Christian ministry. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanger are spend- 
ing their sabbatical leave in Hart- 
ford while he is doing post-graduate 
studies in the School of Religious 
Education of the Hartford Seminary 
Foundation. 


Mr. Stanger is a visiting professor 
in the School of Religious Education. 


To New Ministries 


Miss “~ Ellen i is the new campus min- 

ristian (Disciple) students at- 

tending the Univesity val of Kentucky. She has been 

serving on staff Woodland Christian Church in 
Lexington. 

Burton Brown to Northwest Christian Church, 


Seattle, Wash., 
side, Wash. 

Paul Nance to First Christian Church, Ellensburg, 
Wash., from First Christian Church, Pasco, Wash. 

Charles Brooks to First Christian Church, Mounds- 
ville, W. Va., from Central Church, Elmira, N. Y. 

Kenneth E. Jones to Westmont Christian Church, 
Lubbock, Tex., from Central Church, Childress, Tex. 
It was erroneously reported in the Oct. 18 issue of 
this paper that ™. Jones had gone to Bethany 
Church, Lubbock, Tex. 

Mrs. Marie Bailey to Hazel Green Academy, Hazel 
Green, Ky., from position as minister of Christian 
education at Mallory Avenue Christian Church, Port- 
land, Ore. 

Louis Filewood to First Christian Church at Browns- 
ville, Penn, 

Miss Nancy Prime is now associate campus minister 
at the Congregational-Disciple Student Guild House on 
the campus of the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 
as Hymer to First Christian Church, Scranton, 


from First Christian Church, Sunny- 


Arthur Markley to Christian Church, Taylorstown, Pa. 

C. E. Young to Second Christian Church, Washing- 
ton, Pa. 

W. S. Van Arsdale, Jr., to First Christian Church, 
Charleroi, Pa. 

Richard Taylor to First Christian Church, Erie, Pa. 

Miss Mary Gillett to University Christian Church, 
San Diego, Calif., as part-time director of children’s 
work from the educational staff of First Church, Whit- 
tier, Calif. 

Byron Howlett from Windmill Pt. Church of Church, 
Ridgeway, Ontario, to Norwich St. Church of Christ, 
Guelph, Ontario. 

Leslie Allen Hudson to First Christian Church, Min- 
den, Neb., from First Church, Antioch, Calif. 

Don Sherwood to First Christian Church, Nebraska 
City, Neb., from First Church, Minden, Neb. 

Herb Ratje is new associate minister at Fairmount 
Christian Church, Kansas City, Mo. 

Jane Holtzclaw to First Christian Church, Raytown, 
Mo., as director of Christian education. 

Jack E. Barker to First Christian Church, Henrietta, 
Texas, from First Church, Ranger, Texas. 

William Linton Davis to First Christian Church, 
DeSoto, Mo., from First Church, Matthews, Mo. 

Darrell D. Hoyle to Capitol Christian Church, 
Phoenix, Ariz., Christian Church, Stanford, Ky. 

Eilis Votaw to First Christian Church, Fairbury, 

jeb., from First Church, Alma, Neb. 

U. William ga to Wyatt Park Christian 
Church, St. as associate minister from 
pastorate of First Church Tarkio, Mo. 

Dick Skelton, junior at Kansas State University, 
Manhattan, is now preaching for the Christian Churches 
at Glen Elder and Mayview, Kan. 

Roy Fields to First Christian Church, “oo Mo., 
nag Sombra Del Monte Christian Church, Albuquerque, 


nie tS director *. Christian education for 
First istian Church, North Kansas City, Mo. 
Kimberlin is. the new - aaaetiale minister at 
oun Christian Church, Tempe, Ariz. 
John F. Kasbaum is the director of Christian edu- 
cation at First Christian Church, Jonesboro, Ark. 
Judith A. Forrest is the new director of Christian 
— for the Liberty Christian Church, Liberty, 
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KK Mrs. William Ruston, for 38 years organ- 
ist for First Christian Church, Athens, Ohio, 
retired recently. An entire church service was 
conducted in her honor. The church was filled 
to capacity with members and her numerous 
friends. She was given a book of letters and 
luggage by the church in appreciation of her 
work. 


BK Ray H. Montgomery has become minister 
emeritus of First Christian Church, Vincennes, 
Ind. He was pastor for 31 years. He was 
presented with a love gift of $5,000 from the 
people upon his retirement. Newell M. Hall 
is the present pastor.—Howard E. Anderson. 


WK Christian Church chaplains on active 
duty have developed a Disciples Chaplains 
Scholarship Fund according to an announce- 
ment made by Carl M. Boyd, Indianapolis, 
director of chaplaincy services. Plans call 
for two $500 scholarships each year to be 
awarded to first-year seminarians. 


BK Miss Ruth Musgrave, retired Christian 
Churches missionary to the Belgian Conga, 
conducted a two-week speaking tour of 14 
Disciples of Christ Churches in Harris County, 
Texas. Miss Musgrave was a missionary in 
Africa for 40 years and retired in June, 1958. 
She now makes her home in Waxahachie, 
Texas, where she was born.—Gayle Harris. 


SK Dr. A. Dale Fiers, president of the United 
Christian Missionary Society, spoke at a family 
night dinner of Kings Highway Christian 
Church in Shreveport, La., although he was 
not present for the occasion. Dr. Fiers’ mes- 
sage was on the subject of ‘‘The Decade of 
Decision’’ and was made possible by a direct 
dialing telephone connection. 


BK Dedication Day for the new Broadview 
Christian Church, Raytown, Mo., was Jan. 10. 
Dr. D. Ray Lindley, president of Texas Chris- 
tian University, was the guest speaker. Guy 
Steele is the pastor. 


BKB. L. Herring, a member of Parkland 
Church of Christ, was ordained to the Chris- 
tian ministry at Central Christian Church in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada. A graduate of 
Alberta Bible College last spring, Mr. Herring 
was born on Prince Edward Island and was 
reared in Truro, Nova Scotia. On Oct 1 he 
became the resident pastor at the Church of 
Christ (Disciples) at Windmill Point, Ontario, 
Canada. 


BK District four of the Indiana Christian 
Churches has completed plans for a Festi- 
val of Faith Evangelistic Crusade under the 
direction of Medford Jones, Indianapolis. 
Richard Berkey, of First Christian 
Church, Winamac, Ind., is serving as chair- 
man of the crusade. This is a united evange- 
listic effort involving city and county seat 
churches with rural congregations, aimed at 


minister 
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strengthening the year-round evangelistic and 
membership programs for each church. 


SK First Christian Church, Cameron, Mo., 
held a Crusade for Christ recently with the 
minister, A. W. Swanson, bringing the mes- 
sages each evening. Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Pollock, Nebo., Ill., served as directors for 
the musical program. Dr. C. A. Myers, chair- 
man of the board, reported that the crusade 
resulted in 30 baptisms and 20 transfers of 
membership. 


4K Central Christian Church, Warren, Ohio 
observed the 150th Anniversary of the ‘‘Dec- 
laration and Address'’ with special services. 
The observance called attention to the 50th 
anniversary of the International Convention 
of Christian Churches which was held in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., in 1909. Eight members of 
Central Church attended the convention-com- 
munion service held 50 years ago. Parts of 
the 1909 convention were repeated in the 
anniversary celebration this fall. 


KK Several Disciple families living in Seoul, 
Korea, met recently at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Burgess. The group decided to 
meet regularly and planned for a tour on 
Nov. 7 of Church World Service projects in 
and about Seoul. Hallam C. Shorrock, Jr., 
Christian Church missonary associated with 
CWS, served as guide. 


KK Morningside Park Christian Church, Los 
Angeles, recently sold its building and mem- 
bers are now meeting temporarily at 14708 
Hallsdale Avenue. The congregation's new 
building is still under construction. Frank V. 
Stipp is pastor of the church. 


KK Chaplain Eugene F. Stump has been re- 
leased from active duty with the United States 
Air Force and has been assigned as Protes- 
tant chaplain at the Federal Correctional In- 
stitution located at La Tuna, Texas. He is 
the only Christian Church minister presently 


under appointment by the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons. 


KK ‘The Big Push’’ has been organized by 


the Explorer Scout Post of First Christian 
Church in Oklahoma City. The project is 
carried out by the Scouts as they assist 


patients at the Children’s Convalescent Hos- 
pital in nearby Bethany. In addition to pro- 
viding power to ‘‘push'’ wheel chair patients, 
the Scouts have been instrumental in a scout- 
ing program for boys in the hospital consist- 
ing of dry-land sailing, astronomy, travel, 
handicraft and general fundamentals of scout- 
ing. 

A Navy selection board has recom- 
mended 13 chaplains presently serving in the 
rank of commander for promotion to the 
grade of captain. This is the highest rank 
ordinarily reached by chaplains, since the 
Corps has only two rear admirals on active 






duty at any one time. Among those pro- 
moted was Ernest A. Ham, a Disciple. 


BRA service of dedication for the new 
building was held at the North Christian 
Church, Fort Wayne, Ind., on Nov. 1. Among 
the guest speakers for the occasion were 
Herald B. Monroe, George Earle Owen and 
Lawrence A. Maires. 


4K First Christian Church, Glasgow, Ky., re- 
cently held a revival meeting with Ray E. 
Snodgrass as the evangelist. This was the 
fifth meeting Mr. Snodgrass has held for the 
Glasgow church. The congregation has re- 
cently purchased a new building site of eight 
acres and plans to enter into a building pro- 
gram as soon as possible. 


8K Edward Pacha who was ordained to the 
Christian ministry last November at First Chris- 
tian Church, Decatur, Ind, is now enrolled at 
the Christian Theological Seminary, Indian- 
apolis, where he is working toward the B. 
D. degree. For the past year he has been 
minister of First Church in Decatur. 


SK Christian Heritage Day was observed in 
Wichita, Kan., with the largest congregation 
ever assembled in the city for a religious 
observance. Twenty-nine denominations 
worked together in the planning of the serv- 
ice. Dr. Jesse Bader, executive secretary 
of the World Convention of Christian 
Churches, was the speaker. Harry H. Cun- 
ningham, minister of Broadway Christian 
Church, was the general chairman and Don 
E. Reese, pastor of Mt. Olive Church, was 
chairman of arrangements. 





BK On Oct. 25 First Christian Church, Lind- 
say, Okla., completed a six-week study of 
the town and country church as its school 
of missions theme. Classes were held from 
kindergarten through adults. Guest leaders 
included: John Bloss, Yukon, Okla., national 
rural minister of the year and Martin Davis, 
director of town and country church for the 
Oklahoma Christian Missionary Society. Bar- 
ton Williams, minister, along with Mrs. Roger 
Williams, were co-directors of the school. 





6K A presentation of the God and Country 
Award was made to Dennis Perera at the 
First Christian Church, Galva, Kan. The 
award was earned under the guidance of the 
minister, Chester E. Gleason. Post 119, of 
which Dennis is a member, conducted the flag 
ceremony. Bob Millard is the post director. 





AG. W. Corporon, Arcadia, Kan., com- 
pleted 50 years as an ordained minister on 
Oct. 15. During this half century of service 
he officiated at 1,608 funerals. He and Mrs. 
Corporon report 15 additions to the churches 
at Bronaugh and Sheldon, Mo., recently. 
Mrs. Corporon has retired from pulpit work, 
but is still active as a song leader and as 
a Sunday school teacher. 


SK Mr. and Mrs. Ray Snodgrass, evange- 
lists, and Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Pollock, evan- 
gelistic singers, were leaders for a revival 
meeting held by First Christian Church, Ala- 
mogordo, New Mexico. Hayes Webster is 
pastor of the Alamogordo church. The Pol- 
lock's next meeting was a city-wide campaign 
in Vincennes, Ind. 








THE CHRISTIAN 








HARVEY LORD, minister of the 
Christian Church of Villa Park, 
served as narrator of the historical 
pageant “A Century Plus a Decade” 
which depicted the history of the 
Disciples of Christ in the Chicago 
area. The history was told through 
a series of dramatic skits tied to- 
gether by Mr. Lord’s conversation 
with two Sunday school boys, War- 
ner Brigham and Vernon Brown, Jr. 





ley 


MEMBERS of the North Side Chris- 
tian Church enacted the founding of 
the first church of the Disciples in 
Chicago in 1849 as a part of a his- 
torical pageant marking the event. 


MEMBERS of the Irving Park Chris- 
tian Church depict the establishing 
of the Chicago Disciples Union in 


1887 as a part of the “Century Plus 
a Decade” celebration. 


a 


MEMBERS of the Orchard Street Christian Church dramatize the 
establishment of the Disciples Divinity House in 1894. 


With Drama and Pageantry 


Chicago Anniversary for Disciples 


CuHIcaco, ILtt.—The Disciples of 
Christ celebrated the 110th Anniver- 
sary of their history in Chicago 
one Sunday in November at Mandel 
Hall of the University of Chicago. 

Nearly 1,000 persons witnessed a 
historical pageant “A Century Plus 
a Decade” directed by Mrs. Ben- 
jamin F. Burns. 

Narrated by Harvey Lord, minister 
of the Christian Church of Villa 
Park, the pageant told the story in 
a series of dramatic skits. The 
establishment of the First Christian 
Church was depicted by members of 
the North Side Christian Church. 

The establishment of the Chicago 
Disciples Union in 1887 was drama- 
tized by members of the Irving 


Park Church. The establishment of 
the Christian Women’s Board of Mis- 
sions in Chicago was enacted by 
members of the Christian Women’s 
Fellowship of the Morgan Park 
Christian Church. 

Members of the Orchard Street 
Christian Church dramatized the 
establishment of the Disciples Divin- 
ity House in 1894. 

Creation of the Comity Commis- 
sion in Chicago in 1908 was drama- 
tized by members of the Oak Park 
Christian Church. 

The pageant was written by J. J. 
Van Boskirk, executive secretary for 
the Chicago Disciples Union, and 
Mrs. Burns. 

(Continued on page 29) 


THE CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP of Morgan Park Chris- 


tian Church dramatize the 


formation of the Christian Women’s 


Board of Missions in Chicago in 1894. 
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*(left) The Brotherhood Easter 
@ bulletin for 1960 features a beauti- 
ful original oil painting by Wini- 
fred Jewell. Perfect color and ex- 
pert brush strokes give the paper 
the look of canvas. The text, John 
11:25, is on the front. Bulletins, 
65A374, $2.00 per 100; $8.00 
per 500; $14.00 per 1,000. Let- 
terheads, 65A375, $2.00 per 100; 
$8.00 per 500; $14.00 per 1,000. 
Mailing envelopes, 65A376, $2.25 
per 100; $10.00 per 500; $17.00 
per 1,000. Offering envelopes, 
| 65A377, $ .85 per 100; $3.50 per 
& 500; $6.00 per 1,000 





*(left) The Brotherhood Palm 
fm Sunday bulletin is from original 
he art work by Art FitzSimmons. In 
@ purple, black and blue-green, it 
pictures Christ's entry into Jeru- 
salem. 65A378, $2.00 per 100; 
$8.00 per 500; $14.00 per 1,000 
*If you subscribe to the Brotherhood Bulletin 
Service, you will receive these on your regu- 


lar order and may order additional copies at 
the regular Bulletin Service price. 








choose special BUuLLEetins 


Special EASTER-TIME SERVICES 
fRom 


this OISTINCTIVE GROUP 


(left) This lovely bul- 
letin pictures a gold 
cross and white lilies 
against a blue velvet 
background. Bulletins, 
65A384, $2.00 per 100; 
$8.00 per 500; $14.00 
per 1,000. Letterheads, 
65A385, $2.00 per 100; 
$8.00 per 500; $14.00 
per 1,000. Envelopes, 
65A386, $2.25 per 100; 
$10.00 per 500; $17.00 
per 1,000. Offering en- 
velopes, 65A387, $ .80 
per 100; $3.50 per 500; 
$6.00 per 1,000 








(left) Christ is pictured 
on a hill with the crosses 
in the background in 
this bright bulletin. Bul- 
letins, 65A388, $2.00 
per 100; $8.00 per 500; 
$14.00 per 1,000. Let- 
terheads, 65A389, $2.00 
per 100; $8.00 per 500; 
$14.00 per 1,000. En- 
velopes, 65A390, $2.25 
per 100; $9.00 per 500; $17.00 per 1,000. Of- 
fering envelopes, 65A391, $1.00 per 100; $4.00 
per 500; $7.00 per 1,000 





























order EARLY for Sure Delivery! 
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(far left) For general use during the Easter season, 
this bulletin presents a stark four-color mood picture 
of the Crucifixion and the text of the Seven Last Words. 
plus a modern interpretation of the crosses and nails 
on tinted paper. 65A394, $2.00 per 100; $8.00 per 
500; $14.00 per 1,000 


(left) For Good Friday or Communion Services, the 
Last Supper is interpreted in full-color photography with 
the text, Matthew 26. 65A393, $2.00 per 100; $8.00 
per 500; $14.00 per 1,000. Matching postcard in- 
vitation to Communion Service, 65A392, $ .25 per 
doz.; $1.50 per 100 


EASTER GREETING CARDS 
Lovely Easter messages—14 folders with 2 each 
of 7 designs. Printed in four colors on embossed 
paper. With scriptures. 40A267, $1.00 
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BIGGEST ADVANTAGE— 
(Continued from page 15.) 


whispered. “Oh, Roy, we need 
these things so much! Thank 
you all! Thank you so much!” 

Everyone talked and gathered 
around them, laughing and ex- 
amining the tiny clothes. Mrs. 
Hutchinson nodded to another 
woman. “Bring in the eats now, 
Lisa, and let’s feed these men.” 

Later, when everyone had gone, 
and Roy and Joyce had cleaned 
up the last cooky crumb and 
thrown away the last paper nap- 
kin, they stood facing each other 
in the living-bedroom. 

“Joyce,” Roy spoke slowly, 
“about that Scout troop. Well, 
I mean, after Tony made us that 
crib and all, and said what he did 
about needing me... .” 

Joyce smiled and put her hand 
on his arm. “I know, Roy, you 
couldn’t give it up now, even if 
you wanted to, and I know you 
never really wanted to. And I 
was talking to Mrs. Geary and 
she told me twice how much her 
father-in-law had appreciated our 
visits when he was in the hos- 
pital. She said it made him feel 
that someone besides the family 
cared about him, and made the 
church seem closer. I just 
couldn’t cut down on the visit- 
ing after hearing that, Roy. We'll 
just have to plan to take the baby 
along with us. He’ll get used to 
| 

Roy grinned. “Sure, be an 
experienced church caller by the 
time he’s three months old. But 
about the money we've been giv- 
ing . . . well, Mr. Brown got me 
off in a corner tonight and said 
he and his wife had talked it over 
and decided if a young couple 
like we are can tithe, they can 
make a few sacrifices and do it, 
too. I’d feel pretty bad it we cut 
down on our contribution now.” 

Suddenly Joyce was laughing. 
“Of course we can’t cut it now, 
and we can’t give up the choir, 
either, because Mrs. Hutchinson 
was telling me she wants us to 
try to get more young couples 
interested in it.” 


Roy sighed. ‘Well, there goes 
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my overtime and the money to 
give our baby those advantages 
we were talking about.” 

Joyce moved close to him. 
“Yes, there goes the money and 
the overtime, but I learned some- 
thing tonight, Roy. I’ve really 
known it all along, I guess, but 
when everyone .came in to sur- 
prise us tonight and told us they 
appreciated what we were doing, 
I saw it clearly. I want our baby 
to have advantages, but the big- 
gest advantage a baby can have 
is to be raised in Christian sur- 
roundings. If the has that ad- 
vantage, nothing else really mat- 
ters, and we'll see to it our baby 
has that advantage all his life!” 





by J. Warren Hastings 


“I had been brought up in a good 
religious home but religion had not 
taken with me. My mother sent us 
kids to Sunday school every Lord’s 
Day and we always had grace at the 
table. But for some reason that I do 
not know, I seemed to have scoffed 
at religion from the very beginning. 

“It always struck me as a clang- 
ing cymbal. Maybe I though of it in 
terms of skepticism because my 
father was a periodic drunkard and 
when he went on a spree, he was 
very profane.” 


He and I were together in at- 
tendance at a professional football 
game. I realized he had been a 
devoted church member since con- 
fessing Christ two years ago. I had 
never known anything about his 
background. 


“Even when Mary and I married,” 
he continued, “I had no real reli- 
gion. I did have high morals and I 
believed in basic integrity. How- 
ever, Jesus was only a name. To 
tell you the truth, I had never given 
very serious thought to my becom- 
ing a real follower of Christ.” 


“What led you to the decision to 
confess Christ and come into His 
Church?” I asked him during a lull 
in the game. 


“My life seemed empty and the 
years were passing. Mary and I 
have a nice home and we love each 
other, but something seemed to be 
lacking in our lives. We belong to 
a club and, as you know, I have been 


Obituary 
Mrs. James B. Weldon 


Mary L. Weldon, born in 1875, died Nov. 5, 1959. 
Memorial services were held in First Christian Church, 
Loveland, Colo., Nov. 9 with F. Edward Carter, pastor, 
in charge. 





She was married in 1901 to James B. Weldon. 
She attended Culver-Stockton College, Canton, Mo., for 
three years when the school was known as Christian 
University. 


She served for many years with her husband in the 
fields of Christian education and the Christian ministry. 
Mr. Weldon was a teacher, later vice-president of 
Culver-Stockton and served also as president of Cotner 
College, Lincoln, Neb., for four and one-half years. 


Ministries included Boonville, Mo., for ten years 
and several years were spent with the rural churches of 
Missouri and Illinois including Holliday, Madison and 
Jacksonville, Mo. 


Because of ill health Mr. and Mrs. Weldon retired 
from the active ministry in 1947 and moved to their 
home near Loveland, Colo., where Mr. Weldon continues 
to reside. 


Besides her husband, Mrs. Weldon js survived by two 

sons, John B. Weldon of California, James 0. Weldon 

Fall. Lym and a daughter, Mrs. Louise Gray, 
0. 


“T Stopped Seoffing” 


very active in the American Legion. 
I used to ask myself, ‘Have I seen 
and known the best that life has to 
offer me?’ I would sit down and 
think, and wonder what the to- 
morrows held for me. 


“I was searching for basic truth 
that would help to change my life 
from an experience of existence to 
one of abundance. I felt instinc- 
tively that there was more in life 
than I had found. I was in that 
frame of mind when I first came 
and talked with you.” 


“What did I say that affected you 
the most?” I asked him. 

“You never said anything that in- 
fluenced me deeply, but your sin- 
cerity fascinated me. I concluded 
that you believed what you were 
saying.” 

At the next time out in the foot- 
ball game, I said to him: “I take it 
that you are very happy that you 
confessed Christ two years ago and 
came into his Church?” 

He took a deep breath before he 
answered. “You’re right. The last 
two years have been the happiest 
ones of my life. I am glad that I 
finally stopped scoffing at religion. 
Having the spirit of Jesus in my 
heart has changed my whole at- 
titude. I have a long ways to go 
before I will be what I would call a 
complete Christian,” he said. “But, 
thank God,” he added, “I am on my 
way. I am glad I found Christ be- 
fore it was too late.” 
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"The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 
—ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 





Doesn’t like “Ike” 
Editor, The Christian: 


I was quite disappointed when 
I saw an article (Jke and Khru- 
shchev) in CE-FR, Oct. 18. Don’t 
you think it more dignified, be- 
coming to a Christian publication, 
to have had the title read, “Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and Premier Khru- 
shchev?”—Mrs. EvALYN E. DAVIS, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


EpItor’s COMMENT: Americans 
have always used nicknames for 
their favorites. Judging by his re- 
ception on the recent world tour, 
President Eisenhower is “Ike” to the 
whole world. We certainly meant 
no offense. 


A Layman’s Meditations 


Editor, The Christian: 


I have read “Knowing Men” (CE- 
FR Nov. 15, 1959) and “Let’s Talk 
It Over,” (CE-FR, Sept. 6, 1959). 
They prompt some questions. 


In regard to the first: Is a min- 
ister a man? If so, should he also 
be known? Therefore, is not “know- 
ing man” a two-way endeavor? 

In “Talking It Over” (Sept. 6) Dr. 
Davison is proposing churchly ther- 
apy for disgruntled church folks. 
Does his counsel assume that treat- 
ment to be solely a concern of the 
minister? Would it not, in many 
cases, be more conducive to the 
church’s on-going to administer that 
therapy through the services of lay- 
men? 

By so doing would he not only 
reach the member in need but at the 
same time improve acquaintance 
between himself and the servicing 
layman? Is not such a cooperative 
endeavor toward a mutually recog- 
nized end a more excellent way? 


Such a set-up would take more 
of the pastors time. But in its 
formulation and execution would 
it not minister to a twofold end: 
show concern to the disturbed mem- 
ber and help the laymen toward 
religious maturity in its perform- 
ance? 

Would not time invested with lay- 
men, bracing them for such a church- 
related assignment, be of much more 
worth to the church’s maturation 
than a whole series of “good-fellow- 
ship-luncheon-type-w it h-refresh- 
ments served” men’s meetings? 
Should laymen have to be bribed 
by food and entertainment to expose 
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them to the concerns of the church? 


A local church newsletter always 
has about one fourth of its copy 
space devoted to “The Pastor 
Speaks.” Would it not be an aid to 
the pastor’s acquaintance with his 
laymen to have space for “Words 
from Our Laymen”? Hard on ortho- 
doxy? Maybe. But it might also 
reveal some undiscovered yearnings 
in the pews. 


And who is a layman? That ques- 
tion is prompted by the phrase 
“ordained lay minister” frequently 
appearing in the religious news. Is 
the person so catalogued a sort of 
hybrid, half-layman half-preacher? 
For this layman, there seems to be 
an over-lauding of the layman in the 
pulpit. Too often that which is note- 
worthy is the appearance rather 
than the message that he brings. 

At least one of his auditors won- 
ders if it would not be more fitting 
to let the layman be a layman. Let 
him render a_ service using his 
secular experience to relieve his pas- 
tor of much of the drudgery of 
church housekeeping. Thus. the 
trouble-shooting pastor may find 
more time to prepare for a more 
worthy and a more explicit minis- 
try in his pulpit. 

Is it possible so to guide and 
encourage cooperation with us lay- 
men that we may become more con- 
cerned and more intelligent in our 
religious living? Might it ulti- 
mately come to pass that out of such 
church housekeeping chores there 
would evolve something akin to 
religious statesmanship? 

In other words, isn’t it about 
time for our church leaders and 
especially our ministers to imple- 
ment a sort of laboratory type of 
“in-service” effort to span the gap 
between the pulpit and the pew? 
Missionaries are changing from, “I 
am telling you” to a “let’s do it 
together” approach. Isn’t it in order 
to practice that strategy “among us 
lay folks’? Maybe we should in- 
augurate a “point four” pattern for 
the pulpit-pew cooperation? This 
layman would like to know.—B. 
CLIFFORD HENDRICKS, Longview, 
Wash. 


Reaffirms Stand 
Editor, The Christian: 


I asked a woman at a fruit stand 
if she knew the location of an 
historic church. Her answer: “Why 
yes—but they are independent.” 





— 


Letters ... 


No use to argue when 
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woman or when talking with an 
individual who is endowed with a 
minimum of fact and a maximum of 
self-confidence. 


Now about that imaginary line 
between “organizationalists” and 
“{ndependents.” I am on both sides 
of it. I am for independence of in- 
dividual Christians and Christian 
churches. When the issue is joined 
I will defend their rights to the last. 


But, also, I am for organization. 
Searce anything of value and im- 
portance is ever accomplished with- 
out cooperation and associated ef- 
fort. 

Make of that what any intelligent 
reader can. But that line between 
the different ways of doing Chris- 
tian work—I am against all such 
childish, muddle-headed lines of 
separation between followers of 
Christ.—S. S. Lappin, Bedford, Ind. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: Added to the 
question of method is the more 
serious one of doctrine. There are 
many questions of beliefs considered 
false and many claims of being “true 
to the Bible,” in the hope that the 
hearer or reader will automatically 
assume that the other side is “false 
to the Bible.” 


Kenyon Memories 


Editor, The Christian: 


Mrs. Davison and I enjoyed greatly 
your editorial on Dr. John Kenyon 
(CE-FR, Dec. 20, 1959). He was the 
first guest we had at our table after 
our marriage fifty years ago. At 
that time he was my English pro- 
fessor at Butler. I even recall a 
story he told. 


He said he was holding a series of 
meetings at a church and they put 
him up at the home of a bride and 
groom. In the early table discus- 
sions he stated that he did not care 
for any kind of pie with perhaps 
the exception of pumpkin. 

A few days later his hostess came 
to the table with a pie. She said, 
“Brother Kenyon, my husband and 
I do not care for pumpkin pie so 
I made this one all for you and you 
just eat all you want of it.” This 
bride had sliced the pumpkin and 
made it just like Dutch apple pie. 


He was a great soul and I thought 
your editorial paid him much de- 
served honor.—F. E. Davison, South 
Bend, Ind. 
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TOWARD A 
BETTER CHURCH 


by Samuel F. Pugh 


Preparation for Worship 
Ill. The People 


O MATTER how beautiful 

the sanctuary, and how 
skillfully prepared the order of 
worship, there is no experience 
of worship without people. No 
matter how many people may 
gather in the sanctuary and how 
enthusiastic they may be about 
their church, there is still no deep 
experience of worship without 
some preparation of the wor- 
shiper—and this one phase of the 
hour of worship is given very lit- 
tle emphasis in some churches. 

First there is the spiritual 
preparation of those responsible 
for the service—the pastor, the 
elders, the deacons, the choir, the 
organist, the ushers, the hosts or 
greeters at the door. These per- 
sons cannot participate in the ex- 
perience of worship if they are 
uneasy about their responsibili- 
ties. To be concerned about “me- 
chanics” is to let the physical 
overshadow the spiritual. There- 
fore all procedures should be- 
come so familiar that attention 
may be given to the deeper mean- 
ing which procedures are meant 
to reveal. 

Preparation of the leaders of 
worship must include complete un- 
derstanding of their assignment, 
and the ability to help them see 
that the mechanical is subordinate 
to the spiritual. Unless the leaders 
worship, the whole service is apt 
to become sterile and mechanical. 

Preparation of the worshiper 
might well begin on Saturday. 
One need not remain at home ev- 
ery Saturday evening, but late 
hours and intemporate eating or 
activity are not conducive to a 
feeling of well-being on Sunday 





Samuel F. Pugh is Executive Di- 
rector, local church life, The 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
Indianapolis. 
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morning. An awareness that 
morning will bring the hour of 
worship will in itself create a 
mood of expectancy in the mind 
of the Christian. A prayer for 
the coming day and for one’s 
part in its high moments will 
bring quietness in sleep. 

If a person, or a family, rises 
early enough, much of the rush 
and pressure that so often spoil 
a service of worship will be 
avoided. If clothes are ready and 
shoes are polished, dispositions 
are apt to be much better. The 
offering envelope too should be 
prepared ahead of time. A lei- 
surely breakfast with a _back- 
ground of quiet music and an at- 
mosphere of congenial conversa- 
tion is in itself preparation for 
worship. It is appropriate to 
mention the church and the 
morning service when breakfast 
grace is being said, and after- 
ward to try to recall the an- 
nounced sermon topic. 

Arriving a few minutes early 
and sitting quietly in the sanc- 
tuary before the service begins 
helps the family or individual to 
be as ready mentally and spirit- 
ually as he is physically. And 
while sitting in silent meditation, 
to offer special prayers for the 
service, the minister, the wor- 
shipers, and one’s self is a worthy 
part of preparation too. Further 
preparation includes an acquaint- 
ance with the order of service. It 
is well to read the service 
through, then to open the hymnal 
to the first hymn. 

Some members are critical 
while others are filled with good 
will and anticipation of the best. 
It is not necessary to say which 
will receive the most from the 
service. Nor should anyone need 
to be reminded that whispering, 


greeting other worshipers, or 
even restlessly looking about is 
not conducive to reverence and 
worship. 

Whatever the family pattern 
of life preceding the Sunday 
morning hour of worship, it 
would be well for all of us to 
ask ourselves, “Are we ready for 
worship, and does it mean to us 
what it could mean if we were 
to prepare for it?” 


—Chicago Anniversary 
(Continued from page 25.) 


Congresswoman Edith Green who 
was to have given the address did 
not arrive due to a sudden illness. 
However, her address was read by 
William N. Weaver, president of the 
Chicago Disciples Union. 

The general chairman of the cele- 
bration was Dr. John W. Harms, ex- 
ecutive vice-president of the Church 
Federation of Greater Chicago and 
general secretary-elect of the Indi- 
ana Christian Churches. 

Assisting in the program was the 
festival choir of the Chicago Dis- 
ciples Union, under the direction of 
Dr. B. Fred Wise. 

J. J. Van Boskirk, for fourteen 
years the executive for the Chicago 
Disciples Union, has resigned to be- 
come the executive secretary for the 
Capital Area Council of Christian 
Churches, Washington, D. C. 








Christian Church Films Foundation 
presents. 

“Where the Bible Speaks, We Speak” 
a colored, half-hour, 16 mm film 
Rental $12.50 from 
CHRISTIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION 
Bux 179, St. Louls 66, Mo. 











We invite persons who want to become fa- 
miliar with the peoples and customs of 
Europe, with the Christian way of life on 
the Continent—and in travelling intelligently, 
at a cost that makes sense—to join our annual 


EUROPEAN 
STUDYTOUR 


June 24-August 25, 1960 
$1,492 
France, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, Germany 
(Oberammergau), Denmark, Sweden, Norway, 
Scotland and England—in Edinburgh Aug. 
2-7 for the Vi Assembly of Churches of 


Christ. Enjoy the best in travelling, hotels, 
meals, explore the real Europe with 


Professor Earl D. McKenzie 
BETHANY COLLEGE 
(Founded by Alexander Campbell) 


Bethany, West Virginia 
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‘*‘You Are What You Read’’ 


Toward Understanding 


Interpreting Protestantism to 
Catholics. By Walter R. Clyde. The 
Westminster Press. 160 pages. $3. 


Understanding Roman _ Catholi- 
cism. By Winthrop-S. Hudson. The 
Westminster Press. 192 pages in- 
cluding thirty pages of Appendices 
and Notes. $3.50. 


These two books, designed to stim- 
ulate new encounter of the two 
faiths, form a concise treatment 
which should be valuable reading 
for every thinking layman and re- 
source books for all ministers. 

Walter R. Clyde, professor of 
Christian education and missions at 
Western Theological Seminary, Pitts- 
burgh, writes to help Roman Catho- 
lic readers understand Protestant- 
ism. After mentioning the elements 
held in common by both groups, he 
explores the differences in the areas 
of the Bible, the Church, salvation, 
worship, and the Christian life. 
Clyde’s presentation of Protestant- 
ism is clearly “Reformed” or “Neo- 
orthodox.” For those to whom “en- 
counter” terminology is inept, there- 
fore, another interpretation may be 
more satisfactory. 

This work has several values: it 
sharpens the issues, it expresses well 
enough the views of many Protes- 
tants to be shared with their Roman 
Catholic friends, and the chapters on 
marriage and education are worth 
the price of the book. What make 
a marriage valid are the attitudes 
and intentions of those married, he 
asserts, not the one who performs 
the ceremony. 

The primary responsibility of 
husband and wife is to love and 
serve the needs of each other, not 
simply to have children. The pos- 
sibility of divorce and the use of 
drugs or mechanical devices to pre- 
vent conception are ably defended. 
Concerning education, Clyde discus- 
ses the possible values in parochial 
schools. American Protestants, how- 
ever, “wish that there were only 
public schools.” They are willing to 
permit parochial schools (not tax- 
supported) under two conditions: 
that they provide adequate general 
education and that they teach stu- 
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dents to cooperate with people of 
other faiths. 

Winthrop S. Hudson, who writes 
in order that Protestants might un- 
derstand Roman Catholicism, is the 
James B. Colgate Professor of the 
History of Christianity at Colgate- 
Rochester and currently Secretary 
of the American Society of Church 
History. 

The distinctive thing about Hud- 
son’s treatment of an old subject 
is the fact that he depends solely 
upon papal pronouncements. No 
Roman Catholic theologian, he rea- 
sons, can express more than an in- 
dividual opinion; only the Bishop 
of Rome can speak unqualifiedly for 
the Roman Church. To reduce bias, 
Hudson gives long excerpts from 
papal documents (after 1870), and 
the quotations reveal dramatically 
the existing differences. He also 
helps the reader understand the 
conditions which prompted the 
pronouncements, and comments oc- 
casionally as a Protestant. 

The topics on which popes are 
allowed to speak are The Constitu- 
tion of the Church (in which papal 
supremacy and infallibility are prom- 
inent), The Christian Constitution 
of States (the relation of church 
and state and religious freedom), 
Christian Democracy and Catholic 
Action (the Roman Catholic lay 
movement). 

Hudson feels that the basic differ- 
ence between Protestantism and 
Roman Catholicism is the latter’s as- 
sertion that the laity (and the lower 
clergy) must be subordinate and 
fully obedient to the hierarchy (or 
more specifically to the Pope). 

Both books are valuable and sup- 
plement each other. Clyde deals 
well with education and marriage; 
Hudson omits those considerations 
and concentrates upon governmental 
and ecclesiastical relationships. A 
fine effort by Westminster Press to 
foster better understanding!—G. 
HuGH WILSON 


Uniform Lessons 


Peloubet’s Select Notes—1960. By 
Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde 
Company. 426 pages. $2.95. 





This 1960 edition of this venerable 
book of comments upon the Uni- 
form Sunday School Lessons is the 


86th Annual Volume. To have 
survived and to have served effec- 
tively for more than three-quarters 
of a century is a very significant 
record. 

There is a listing of black and 
white pictures, size 6 x 8 inches, at 
$1.50 for a set of 60 prints. These 
are especially selected to be used 
with the uniform lessons during the 
year. 

An excellent description of avail- 
able and pertinent audio-visual aids 
is presented giving suggestions for 
each lesson treated in the book. 
The book contains a paragraph list- 
ing Temperance Audio-Visual Aids. 
There is an extensive bibliography. 

For each lesson there is the scrip- 
ture text; a suggested devotional 
reading; suggested topics for Pri- 
mary, Junior, Intermediate-Senior, 
and for Young People-Adults. For 
each age group there is a suggested 
memory verse. 

There is a general outline pro- 
cedure used in presenting each les- 
son; sections are as follows: The 
teacher and his class; the lesson in 
its setting; the plan of the lesson 
(a scriptural outline); the teacher’s 
library, which lists helpful reading in 
preparation for each lesson. There 
follows a more detailed discussion 
of each section of the general out- 
line of the lesson. 

In concluding the comments on 
each lesson, two suggestions are 
presented under the captions “A 
Truth for the Class to Carry Away” 
and “The Lesson in Life and Liter- 
ature,” ending with a series of ques- 
tions designed to stimulate one’s 
thinking.—J. Eric CARLSON 





“If religious books are not widely 
circulated among the masses in this 
country and the people do not be- 
come religious, I do not know what 
is to become of us as a nation. And 
the thought is one to cause solemn 
reflection on the part of every 
patriot and Christian.”—DaANIEL 
WEBSTER. 
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With Church Extension 
STAFF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE BOARD OF 
CHURCH EXTENSION OF DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 


HAVE CONSULTED WITH THE FOLLOWING 
CHURCHES REGARDING PROGRAMS OF CHURCH 
BUILDING AND FINANCING: 


FREDERICKSBURG, VA. First Church, Hunter 
Newman, minister. To discuss plans for construction 
early in 1960 of a first unit on a new site. 

LEVITTOWN, PA. First Church of Lower Bucks 
County, Walter E. Brown, minister. Raised $18,131.60 
In cash and pledges to be paid over a two-year period. 
Funds to be applied to the construction of a first unit. 

ODESSA, TEXAS. Bethany Church, Howard A. 
Marshall, minister. The development of a master cam- 
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pus plan of four units in addition to present three 
units. The plant will include worship, church school 
and fellowship facilities. 

HOUSTON, TEXAS. Broadmoor Church, Robert W. 
Fink, minister. Developed plans for the completion of 
their church plant. Plans call for the construction 
of a new worship unit. 

BELLEVUE, NEB. Christian Church, George A. 
Randall, minister. Set up a building fund campaign 
with a goal of $30,000; funds to be used to provide 
additional facilities for the church program. 

NEWPORT NEWS, VA. First Church, Raymond 
Oliver, minister. Raised $47,206.20 to be paid over 
a three-year period. Funds are to be used to help 
finance the erection uf a first unit. 

EL PASO, TEX. Bethany Church, Clifford Parker, 
minister. Completed a building fund éampaign by over- 
subscribing their $20,000 goal to underwrite their 
first unit. 

NORFOLK, VA. Diamond Springs Church, John W. 
Johnson, minister. Building fund campaign receipts of 
$14,070.75 to help underwrite the second unit of a 
master plan. ° 

MOBILE, ALA. Western Hills Church, Art Morrill, 
minister. To set up a building fund campaign to pro- 
vide funds for the erection of a first unit for this new 
congregation. 

PENSACOLA, FLA. New Church yet unnamed, spon- 
sored by First Church, J. C. Lawder, minister, and Ala- 
bama State Society. Discussed site selection and steps 
in financial program. 

CLINTON, IND. First Church, John W. Campbell, 
minister. Dedicated new $72,000 education unit. 

MUNCIE, IND. South Side Church, R. E. Weed, 
minister. Set up a building fun campaign to raise 
money to purchase additional property. 

RIALTO, CALIF. First Church, Lynn Rollier, min- 
ister. Raised $36,829.60 in cash and pledges to be 
paid over a three-year period. Funds to be used for 
the erection of a first unit. 

GOLDSBORO, N. C._ First Church, Griffith A. 
Hamlin, minister. Building fund campaign receipts of 
$70,361 to help underwrite a new sanctuary. 

GREENEVILLE, TENN. First Church, Robert Shan- 
non, minister. Pledges and cash gifts of $36,563.60 
to be paid over a three-year period. Funds will be 
uSed to help finance a first unit on a new location. 

CEDAR FALLS, IOWA. First Church, Lewis Crase, 
minister. Raised $36,974 in cash and pledges to be 
used to help finance the erection of a first unit on a 
new site. 

BOWLING GREEN, KY. First Church, Reed Carter, 
minister. Discussed a financial program to cover the 
cost of a new sanctuary unit now under construction. 

FLORENCE, KY. Christian Church, Don Nunnelly, 
minister. Developed a time schedule for the erection of 
a sanctuary unit. 

SPRINGFIELD, MO. Walnut St. Church, E. M. 
Wheatley, minister. Plans to redevelop their site and 
the creation of a master plan. 

NEOSHO, MO. First Church, Oscar T. Moline, 
minister. Raised $29,112 in 3- to 10-year Invest- 
ment Certificates in a Certificate-Loan Campaign. 
Funds to help finance the development of a new 
church plant on a new site. 

MACON, MO. First Church, L. L. McKeeman, min- 
ister. Discussed plans for relocating. 

WINTER PARK, FLA. Central Church, Charles 
Hill, minister, Fifty-five pledges, one more than the 
resident membership, were committed in raising $23,- 
135. Funds to be applied to the purchase of a site 
and erection of first unit. 

MOBILE, ALA. Western Hills Church, A. F. Mor- 
rill, minister. Pledges and cash gifts of $22,196 
were raised by this new congregation. 

LAWRENCE, KAN. First Church, Benton R. 
Hanan, minister, Raised $73,230.84 to be paid 
Over a three-year period. Funds will help underwrite 
construction of a new educational unit. 

SULPHUR SPRINGS, TEXAS. First Church, Roy 
Martin, minister. Developed a time schedule for the 
erection of a new sanctuary. 

GREENVILLE, TEXAS. Crestview Church, Hap 
Lyda, minister. Discussed plans for the development 
of a master plan and the erection of a first unit. 

ATHENS, TEXAS. First Church. Developed a pro- 
gram for the erection of a first unit on a new location. 
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“Out of the Dark.” By Emily May Young. Expo- 
sition Press. 64 pages. $2.50. 
‘Readings in the Psychology of Religion.”” Edited 


by Orlo Strunk, Jr. Abingdon Press. 288 pages. 
$4.50. 

“More From Your Class Meetings.” 
Hogan. Abingdon Press. 108 pages. 

“Meditations on Garden Themes.” By Josephine 
Robertson. Abingdon Press. 112 pages. $1.75. 
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head. Abingdon Press. 128 pages. $2. 
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pages. $2.95. 
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Lura B. Lawrence. W. A. Wilde Company. 97 pages. 
$1. (Paper). 

“A Faith to Live By.’’ By Harry Hutchison. 
W. A. Wilde Company. 92 pages. $2. 

‘Meditations on the Lord’s Prayer,’’ By Herbert V. 
Prochnow. W. A. Wilde Company. 60 pages. $1.50. 

“Forty True Stories of Famous Gospel Songs.” By 
Emest K. Emurian. W. A. Wilde Company. 157 
pages. $2.50. 

“The Gospel According ta Thomas.’ Translated by 
Puech, Guillaumont, Quispel, Till and ‘Abd Al Masih. 
Harper and Brothers. 62 pages. $2. 

“Saints in Aprons and Overalls.’ By William P. 
Barker. Fleming H. Revell Company. 128 pages. $2. 

“Live Today.” By Reuben K. Youngdahl. The 
Augustana Press. 366 pages. $3. 

“They Sang a New Song.” By Ruth MacKay. 
Abingdon Press. 128 pages. $3.50. 
“The New Shape of American 
Martin E. Marty. 

$3.50. 

“Exposition of the Psalms.’ 


By Bernice 
$2.50. 
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Harper and Brothers. 180 pages. 
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The Wartburg Press. 1010 pages. $8.75. 
“Outside the Camp.’’ By Charles C. West. Dou- 
bleday and Company, Inc. 168 pages. $3. 
“The Old Farmer’s 1960 Almanac.”” By Robert B. 
Thomas. Yankee, Inc. 96 pages. $ .35. 


“American Capitalism: Its Representation of It- 
self." By James L. Vizzard, S.J. 10 pages. 

“What Do Labor and Industry Have the Right to 
Expect From Each Other?” By Abraham J. Feld- 
man. 11 pages. 

“Private Enterprise and the State: The Moral im- 
plications.’ By Perry E. Gresham. 10 pages. 
Published by Clergy-Industry Relations Department, 
National Association of Manufacturers, 2 East 48th 
Street, New York 17, N. Y. 10¢ (paper). $7.50 
per 100. $60.00 per 1,000. 


Visit the Holy Land via Maupintour in 1960! 


Middle East 


Travel on a conducted tour to Egypt and Luxor, 
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan (Dead Sea, Jericho, 
Bethiehem, Old Jerusalem), Israel (Galilee, Naz- 
areth, Haifa), Greece, Italy. Plus Oberammer- 
gau Passion Play, Greek Isle Cruise, and Russia 
extensions. Monthly departures. 26 days. Only 
$1557, all expenses paid from New York. Fly- 
ing Boeing 707 Jet, Sabena Belgian World Air- 
lines. For descriptive folder write Harriet- 
Louise H. Patterson, tour planner and director. 


Maupintour>< 


Middie East Tour Specialists 
1236 Massachusetts Street, Lawrence, Kansas 
Offices: New York / Washington / Brussels 
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LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: What is expected 
of me as a member of the Chris- 
tian Church? 


Part IV—Love 


ANSWER: This question 
seemed important enough to 
have taken four weeks to talk 
it over. The key word the first 
week was “think,” the second 
week “act.” Last week the 
word was “worship” and today 
we bring the discussion to a 
close with the word “love.” 


Suppose we ask Paul to help 
us picture what he meant when 
he suggested that every church 
had a right to expect its mem- 
bers to live up to the high prin- 
ciples of Christian love. As we 
do that I think he will allow us 
to put his words in a less poetic 
setting than he has used. 

“Even though you are a 
church member with your name 
on the roll and can speak elo- 
quently at board meetings and 
at the women’s fellowship but 
have not love in your heart you 
are only a big noise and not a 
great help. Even though you 
do claim to know all the theo- 
logical answers and think you 
have miraculous powers and 
even though you write large 
checks for the church but fail 
to show compassion of heart 
you are just a cipher with the 
ring rubbed out. 

“If you possess love you will 
not fly off the handle, nor pout 
because you were not elected to 
the board, nor spend time in 
telling people how important 
you are. Instead you will be 


patient, kind, cooperative and 
ready to rejoice at the triumph 
of truth. Furthermore you 
will not insist on having your 
own way and try to wreck the 
church when you are opposed. 

“Hold on to your faith for it 
will place your hand into the 
hand of the Eternal and give 
to you great assurances. Also 
thank God for a hope that 
pushes back the curtain and 
gives a glimpse of eternal life 
which begins here and goes on 
after death. But remember that 
faith becomes vital and hope be- 
comes supporting only when 
you have put at the center of 
your life the greatest of these— 
Love.” 

If I have tried your patience 
with these prosaic statements 
maybe Paul will forgive me if 
it shocks you into the realiza- 
tion that 1 Corinthians 13 is 
not just poetry but a clarion 
call to make church member- 
ship vital and effective. 

Love builds churches, mission 
stations, homes for the aged 
and for needy children, colleges 
and seminaries but lack of love 


by F. E. Davison 


interest or stumbling blocks 
cause these fine pieces of work 
to falter and fail we can be sure 
that the church has a right to 
expect more love from us. 

The New Testament word 
about commandments says, 
“You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul and all your 
mind. .. . And a second is like 
it, you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.” If we are willing 
to look at these two command- 
ments I believe we will find that 
Christ and his church expect 
us aS members of that church 
to think, act, worship and love. 


Permission is hereby granted 
the original questioner, or others, 
to reproduce this and the three 
preceding columns in pamphlet 
form, as first suggested, or other- 
wise.—EDITOR 


which I suppose can be called © 


by its ugly name “hate,” kills 


churches, closes worthy agen- 


cies and starves to death the 
very institutions that train 


church leadership for tomorrow. | 


The term Christian Church, | 9 
when applied to the brother- = 


hood that has produced so 


many of us, can be proud of : 


the agencies of love which carry 
on our work at home and 
abroad. However, when lack of 








